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is only quite recently that a deep interest has been taken in the develop-

ment of the Dominion by the people of Europe, it is remarkable that in

every branch of trade and industry so steady a progress has been made
during the reign.

In a new country like Caimda one cannot look for the high culture and

intellectual standard of the old communities of Europe. But there is even

now in Canada an intellectual activity which, if it has not yet produced a

distinct literature, has assumed a practical and useful form, and must, sooner

or later, with the increase of wealth and leisure, take a higher range, and

display something of the beauty and grace of literary productions of

world-wide interest and fame. The mental outfit of the people compares

favorably with that of older countries. The universities of Canada. McGill

in Montreal, Laval in Quebec, Queen's in Kingston, Dalhousie in Halifax,

and University College, in Toronto, stand deservedly high in the opinion

of men of learning in the Old World and the United States, whilst the

grammar and common school system, especially of Ontario, is creditable to

the keen sagacity and public spirit of the people, who are not behind their

cousins in New England in this particular. We have already seen the low

condition of education fifty years ago—only one in fifteen at school ; but

now there are nearly one million of pupils in the educational institutions

of the country—or one in five ; at a cost to the people of upward of ten

million dollars, contributed for the most part by the taxpayers of the dif-

ferent municipalities in connection with which the educational system is

worked out. In Ontario the class of school-houses is exceptionally good

and the apparatus excellent, and the extent to which the people tax them-

selves may be ascertained from the fact that the legislature only con-

tributes annually some two hundred and sixty-seven thousand dollars out

of the total expenditure of about four million dollars.

In French Canada there is an essentially literary activity which has

produced poets and historians, whose works have naturally attracted not

a little attention in France, where the people are still deeply interested in

the material and intellectual development of their old colony. The names

of Garneau, Ferland, Frechette, and Suite especially are recognized in

France, though they will be unfamiliar to most Englishmen, and even to

Americans, who are yet quite ignorant of the high attainments of French

Canadians, of whom Lord Durham wrote, in 1839, " they are a people with-

out a history and without a literature"*—a statement well disproved in

these later times by the works of Parkman, and by the triumphs of men
like Frechette in Paris itself. The intellectual work of the English-speak-

* Report, p. 95.


