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vigor, instead of presenting a bulwark against domestic usurpa-

tion, are expended in military achievements. Its most active and

aspiring citizens rush to the array, and become subservient to the

power which dispenses honor. The nation is victorious over

other nations, but the recompense of its toils is a yoke as galling

as that which it imposes on the vanquished.

When large military establishments are formed, and a false

and misdirected military spirit kindlea, war becomes a necessary

part of policy. A foreign field must be found for the energies and

passions of a martial people. To disband a numerous and veteran

soldieiy, would be to let loose a dangerous horde on society.

The blood-hounds must be set upon other communities, lest they

rend the bosom of their own country. War tends to multiply

and perpetuate itself without end. It feeds and grows on the

blood which it sheds. The passions from which it springs gain

strength and fury from indulgence. The successful nation,

flushed by victory, pants for new laurels ; whilst the humbled

nation, irritated by defeat, is impatient to redeem its honor and

repair its losses. Peace becomes a truce, a feverish repose, a re-

spite to sharpen anew the sword, and to prepare for future

struggles. Under professions of frier- iship lurk hatred and dis-

trust, and a spark suffices to renew the mighty conflagration. No

sooner is one storm scattered than the sky is darkened with the

gathering horrors of another. Accordingly, war has been the

mournful legacy of every generation to that which succeeded it.

Every age has had its conflicts. Every country has in turn been

the seat of devastation and slaughter. The dearest interests and

rights of every nation have been again and again committed to

the hazards of a game of all others the most uncertain, and in

which, from its very nature, success too often attends on unpitying

fiercenesa and the basest fraud.

It will be asked, is it not honorable to servv. one's country,

and to expose one's life in its cause ? Yes, our country deserves

love and service ; and let her faithful friends, her loyal sons, who,


