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The volunteers under Governor Shelby, and such portions of

the militia as were not needed, were now disbanded.

A portion of the squadron were now prepared to transport

the remainder of the army to the lower end of the lake, to

assist in the operations on the Niagara frontier, and were em-

barked as soon as possible. The " Ohio," " Somers," " Scorpion,"

" Tigress," and " Porcupine " were left under the supervision of

Colonel Lewis Cass to transport prisoners to Gamp Portage,

and supplies from Cleveland.

A letter awaited the gallant Perry, at Detroit, from the Sec-

retary of the Navy, couched in flattering terms, announcing to

him his promotion to the rank of Post Gaptain, and granting

him leave of absence to visit his family in Rhode Island.

Nothing now to detain him, Perry took Harrison and staff on

board the '' Ariel " and sailed. On his way down, called at

Put-in-Eay and found Barclay much improved, and able to be

moved. Perry now informed Barclay of his success in obtain-

ing a parole for him to return home. The wounded Commo-
dore, with his attending surgeon, was then taken on board the

" Ariel," when she sailed for Erie, the rest of the squadron

having proceeded on their trip ; however, the " Ariel " being a

fast sailor, arrived at Erie some hours in advance of the squad-

ron. As she made her appearance off the point of the penin-

sula the citizens assembled on the bank of the bay, when a

salute was fired, as it was presumed the Commodore was on

board. Perry and Harrison were received with great enthusi-

asm on landing, and Perry, with Colonel Gaines, assisted the

invalid Barclay up the hill to the shore quarters of Perry. In

the evening the village of Erie was in a blaze of rejoicing, though
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