
WfWOTTs OF THE LIFE OF

SERJEANT DONALD MACLEOD.

I

%
DONALD MACLEOD, a cadet of the f;imily of Ulininiin the Ifle of ,)kvc,

from the time of his enlifiing in the Scoftifli :irmy, in tlie rei^n of King
William, to his laft campaign with Sir Henry Clinton in Anurica, frnt hun-
dreds of heroes to their lontr homes : but, in retnrn, he raifed up from hi> own
loms a numerousrace of brave warriors, ihe^ldeftof whom is now cighty-t'.^ree

years old, and theyoungeft only nine. Nor, in all probability, would this lad

clofe the rear of his immediate progeny, if hi-, prefent wife, the boy's mother,
had not now attained to the forty and ninth year of her a^c.

It wai formerly cuftomary in Scotland, as well as other countries in Europe,
for gentlemen of landed property to make provifion for t'leir Ions by fettling

them, in fome chara<5ler a.Hi lituation or other, on their own eftates ; fo that

the fame trafts, and even diftrids of land, came, in the natural co\irfc of things,

to be occupied by people of the fame name and ki idred, who lived toget!,er

like one great family, drawn together by mutual fympathy, and often more
ftrongly imited by antipathy to fome common enemy. Sometimes an cftate

was parcelled out among feveral brothers, whether in equal ur unequal divi-

jions; fometimes large and advantageous farms were let to the younger fons,

who, at an eafyrent paid to the elder branch and reprefentativc of the family,

enjoyed their poffeiTions under the name of tackfmen : and thefc polTcflions,

Aibdivided and fub-let to inferior tenants, palTed by a kind of hereditary ri^ht,

which it would have been deemed a fpecies of impiety to violate, in the fami-

lies of the original tackfmen, from generation to geneiation. As the tackfmen
were often the immediate defcendents of the independent baron or tenant of
the,Crown, fo alfo the fubtcnants were, for the mod part, conocded by ties

of blood with the tackfmen. All the capital and mod of the fecondary pofTef-

fions, and all the offices or places in the eftate, from the fai^or or land-flcward,

down to the ground-oHiccr and game-keeper, were in the hands of men who
boaftcd of the fame name and the fame defccnt with tfie chief. Such, in ge-

neral, was the flate of focicty, and Inch the mode in which landed eftates wer;
parcelled out, under the leigncur, in fciidal and warlike times ; when men of

family had not .the fame refonrc's in manufa6tures and trade that they have

now; and which, if they hnd enjdved, they would have defpifed.

Let it not therefore fcom any ways incredible, to thofe who are educated in

a commercial age, that Serjeant Donald Macleod, the fubjeft of this Narrative,

is thefonof John Macleod tl.'i fon of Roderic AlacleoH, Elq; of Ulinifti, by
his wife Margaret Macleod, daughter to Macleod of Talifkar, in the parifti of

Bracadill in Skye, and county of Invernels, North Britain.

Sir Roderic Macdonald of the Ille of Skye, anceft(xr to the prefent Attorney-

Genera!, and Roderic Matleod of Ulin'fli, coufins in the fecond degree, fent •

their children Ifahella Macdonald and John Macleod, to be educated in Inver-

ncfs. Li former times, niorefimple than the prefent, it was common for boys

and girls, of the beft tamilies, to be brought up together in the fame fchools,

a^ it is among common people, in common ft:hools in Scotland, even at this

day. Ifabelia Macdonald, accordingly, and John Macleod had been brought

iiptogether, in a familiar manner, at the public fchool of Invernefs, for feve-

ral years, when they acknowledged the mutual influence of love. Ilabella was

in the fourteenth year of her age, when John, in hibfixteenth year, ran away

with her from fchool, and married her. The fij ft fruit of this union was our

hero, Donald, who was bom at UlinifhnL".re on the aoth of June 1687, as ap-

pears from the paridi regifter of Bracadill already mentioned

Sir Roderic Macdonald informed of the early and unfortunate marriage of

t.is daughter, banifljedhei, toge^jer with her young hulband, from his pre-
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