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tion have however taken extraordinary

care of our credit on this account. It is

ilrange, with what rapidity they have rea-

lifed the many expectations and appre-

henfions fignified to them of approaching

mifchiefs. 1 don't know to what they

caxi in that refpeft be compared; except

to a pilot, who fliould run upon every

beacon placed on purpofe to warn him of

his danger. Where would then be ^he

wonder, if any one fhould be embolden-
ed hy events ; if he (lnould believe him-
felf intitled and warranted to fpeak freely

ii; future upon the experience and the au-

thority of what had already proved true

and tajcen place ? Why do our miniflers

not rpake advantage of thefe circum-

ftances and look into their own conduft

;

why do they not fleer clear of the rocks re-

marked to them or at leafi: learn to be

niore wife and more cautious by their

errors ? Why do they not fallify what peo-

ple pretend to forefee or to foretell about

the evil efFeds of their meafures and ii-

ience fuch perfons by iliame and by the

4ifappointment of their opinions ? The
parafites and the fycophants, the place-

mcn and the penfioners of ininifters will
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