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the previous autumn. M'Clintock went south

towards the Magnetic Pole, and Young westerly

for Prince of Wales's Land. On the 15th March

they hoth returned to the Fox, somewhat cut up

hy the intense cold and privation ; but the cheers

which rang through the little craft told that a clue

had indeed been obtained to the fate of the Erebus

and Terror. M*Clintock had met forty-five Esqui-

maux, and, during a sojourn of four days amongst

them, had learnt that " several years ago a ship

was crushed by the ice off the north shore of King

William's Land, and her people landed and went

away to the Great Fish River, where they died."

These natives had a quantity of wood from a boat

left by the " starving white men " on the Great

River. The impatience of aU on board the Fox to

start with their sledges to the westward may be

easily understood. The Esquimaux mentioning

only one ship as having been sunk, gave rise to the

hope that the other vessel would be found, and

obliged Captain M'Clintock to detach a party under

Captain Young towards Prince of Wales's Land,


