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Mr. King fent them a lift) with all pofiibk expe*

dition.

On Thurfday the 9th, Captain Gore received an
anfwer from the Englifti Siqjercargoes at Canton, in

which they prom i fed to exert their moft ftrenuous

endeavours in procuring the fupplies of which we were
in want, with all poffible difpatch, and affured him,
that a paflport ft)ould be fent for one of our officers,

expreffing their hopes, at the fame time, that we were
fufficiently acquainted with the character of the Chi^
nefe adrainiftration, to impute any delays that might
occur, to their true caufe.

The next day, an Englifti merchant, from one of

our fettlements, made application to Captain Gofe,.

for the afliftance of a few of his people, to navigate as

far as Canton, a veflel which he had purchafed at Ma-
cao. Captain Gore, confidering this as a good oppor-

tunity for Mr. King to repair to that city, gave orders,

that he ftibuld take with him his fecond lieutenant^ th^

lieutenant of marines, and ten failors.

Though this was not the exa£l mode in wJhich CajH
tain King could have wiftied to Vifit Canton, yet as^

it was highly uncertain when the paflport would ar-

rive, and his prefence might be of great fervice, in ex-

pediting the requiftte fupplies, he did not fcruple to

go on board the veflel, having left orders with Mr.
Williamfon to prepare the Difcovery for fea with all

convenient fpeed, and make fuch additions and im-

provements in her upper works, as might contribute

to render her more defenfible.

Mr. King and his attendants quitted the harhonr of

Macao on Saturday the nth; and reaching Canton
in the evening of the i8th, difembarked at the Engliili

fa£l:ory, where, though his arrival was w^holly unex-

pefted, ke was received with every mark of civility

and refpedl. Meflrs. Fitzhugh, Bevan, and Rapier,

compofed at this time the Seleft Committee; and tho

former of thefe gentlemen adled as Prefident. They
immediately gave Mr. King an inventory of thofe

ftores with which the Eaft-India ftiips were able to
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