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C H A P T K R I

THl'.RE is an attraction about
carpets and curtains, chairs and
sofas, and the mantelpiece which
is hard to explain, and harder to

resist. I feel it in all its insidious power
this morning as I am bidding them fare-
well for a considerable time; I would not
have believed that a venerable Axnn-nster
and an arm-chair on three casters could
absorb and hold so much affection; verily
I thmk, standing in the door, it was these
things that made Lot's wife turn her un-
lucky head. Dear me, how they ente. in,
how they grow to be part of us, these ob-
jects of ordinary use and comfort that we
place within the four walls of the little
shelters we build for ourselves on the
fickle round o' the world! I . ave gone
back, I have sat down, I will not be de-
prived of them ; they are necessary to the
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