
xlii Intkodiction

takiii in Biza's pluy by two ' dtiiiio troujKs ' of sluplu rds.

Tlu' saius in wliicli Al)raliani, Sara and Isaac are cliaracltTs

previous to the (Upariinv for the Mount of Vision are vory

inucli slurteiied, and tliose in wliicli Isaac and the shepherds

phiv ),'aines and eii,!,M,i,'<' in a sin^'inj; match are rejjhiced by

a short sceiU' in whicii a staid conversation precedes the sonj^s

of the slieplh'-ds, liere (Hvested of their pastoral character.

Abraham's soHlo(|uy of isi^ lines after the departure of the

ai.s'el, ;in(l the succeeilini; pastoral scene art' also omitted.

.\notIier soliloiiTiy of .Vbraham's (i,^ lines) and the scene of

^ome -'<K) lines already referred to in which .\braliain and

Isaac K'^'c ex])ressiou to many subtle uiniatural considerations

have left no trace in Beza's play. Moreover the latter con-

dudes with the announcement of the an),'el in which the

promise is ^ivi'ti to Abraham ; in all the older versions Abra-

ham sacrifices the laml), and returns witli Isaac to the shep-

herds who cannot understand tluir lonj; delay ; the whole

partv then sets out for home, and finally the story is related

to Sara.

The additions wiiich Beza has made to the older play are

not liss notable. In the first place there is a prolojjue in

which it is explained tliat the audience are nt)t in Lausanne,

but in the land of the Philistines, where they will see .Xbrahani,

Isaac and Sara. Let each one keep sik'nce and listen attentive-

ly. Abraham and Sara each in a soliloquy praise God's good-

ness, and then sinjj toj;ether a ' cantique ' of praise in which

they review their lives. The next character to be introduced

is Satan in the habit of a monk. In a long sfililoquy he

cotnpares his kingdom to God's, ri joices in the effectiveness

of his frock as a disguise, and announces his intention of

undermining the goodness of Abraham. Then follows, as in

the older versions, the connnand of the angel to Abraham that

he sacrifice Isaac. Abraham submits at once though he is

horrified. A company of shepherds comes forth, and Isaac

asks that they take him with them. His extreme youth is here

et.iphasized by the insistence of the shepherds that he first

get his parents' permission, and their assurance that he will be

allow-ed to go when " vous serez grand." It is unnecessarv' to


