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* British Golumbia Trads Lotter

(SPRCIAL CORRESFONDENCE. )

Vascorver, May 4.—The great event
of the week  in B itish  Culumbia,
has bLeon the arrival of the Empress of

India, the first of the new C. I'. R steamships.
Her arrival was colebrated by all the eclat,
which such an event could reasonably >allforth
threo duys of celebration being accorded jr. A
tremendous crond had assembled on the wharf
on Tuesday nt neon when she was sighted on
English Bay, and as sho caro through tho nar-
rows at low tido aud afterwards swung grace.
fully to at thedock, there werecmanifestutions of
delightand aprightly welcomeby the city band,
On the track drawn up was w special train
ready to take thepassengersoast,and the cargo of
stk and the mails. An address was presented
on board to Prisident Van Horne by Mayor
Oppenheimer on hehalf of the citizens, which
was approp.riately responded to. The trip from
Yokohama was made ip 10} days, which, as the
New York Sun ssys, was a marvellcus record.
The fast special train Lefe thesane evening and
reached Montreal in less than four days, all
that was claimed for the uew route being fully
and successfully demonstrated  [acrosse mat-
ches aud the opening of the new C. I'. K. opera
hase marked tha tirst day ; Lacrosse matches
aml canoe races and a ball in the Hotel Van.
couver, the second ; and the laying of the new
women's and children’s hospital, wnd a Board
of Trade banguet tho thvd. A feature of the
banquet was the specch of tHon Kd. Bluke,the
gravamen of which was an apoloygy for
his past political record in regard to Lritish
Columbia, crystathzed in s celebrated des.
criptive phrase *‘a sea of mouatsing,” Icis
necdless to say that the living fact of a complet.
ed aud successful transcountinental rallway sys-
tem was not to be ginsayed and that ton. K.
Blake should be ths guest of a festive occaston
to ce'ebrate the forgivg of 1he last link is very
much like the wing of fute, and the late leauder
of the Opposition caught its spirit with beauti
ful effect. Hia speech was able and characteris.
ticatly phrased ; but it wasa signitcant with-
drawal from his old-time position, The Em-
prees of India bad a freight end passenger list
and icaves for the Orient ayuin this week.

Business daring the past week was affected
somew hat by the celebration and also by an un-
expected spell of wot weather. It is now fine
agaia with the usual salutory effect. The ia-
flux of imniygrants coatinues large, the gicater
pumber remaiing in British Columbia, inst ad
of goiny down the Svund, as was the rule here-
tofore. The Washington Territory boom has
subsided. Keal estate continues active and
the townsites of Vernon aod  Mis.
sion are being principally adver.ised.
Buildiog operations are activo all over the
proviace, and especially in Nelson, where min-
ing prospects are decidedly buliish, T'here is
a marked briskness in shippiog circles and fleets
everywhere aro fully employed, and shipbuild.
ing, as an induttry to supply the demand for
medium sized crafts, is assuming mose than
modest proportione. Two of Vancouser's new
scalers have left for the north and another goes
in a day or two.

The British Columbia sugar refinery is woik -
ing successfully, and owing to a rize in prices
on the other side of the line, has made some
shipments to Portland. Granulated is quoted
at 7} cents and yellow at 6},  Cube sugar will
be placed on the matket shoitly.

Flour in sympathy with advancea in the east
hasgoneup. Californiabutter,the principaldairy
article on the market, sells at from 26 to 24c.
Provisions gencrally have risen Vegetables
are coming in freely, and fish retails all round
at about 10 cents per pound, and is fairly plen-
tiful. Fresh castern eggsarc expected to arrive
shortly.

‘T'wo large deals have now been fully and
finally consumimated, both of which have been
referred to in Iur CoMmMERCIAL. Uue 18 the
traufer of seven or cight Fraser river cavnerics

to an Eonglisl. syndicate, represented by Bell,
Irving & Paterson  The consideration is un-
derstood to have been abunt $100,%0. All
the caoneries with the exception of A. A.
Fweu'a, are now under the control of two
syndicates, one at Victoria and one here. The
other deal in the purchase of the Moodyville
saw mill, timber fimits and all uther property
for a round willion. The prospectus for a
woollen mill has been is<ued, the industry to
be located at Vancouver The import and
manufacture of Australian wools are contemn-
plated.  Prices are as follows : —

Flour and Grain--Manitoha patents, $§7;
Manitoba bakers’, &6 60; Orogan fl e, €6 to
36 50: oatmeal, X3.75 to &4; corn meal, 3 to
§3.73; r0lled orts, §1 25: oil cake, 40 per ton;
shorts, §27; bran, §23; wheat, 336 to $10; oats,
$40 to §43; hay. §17 to $18.

Vegetables— Putatoes, 822 to €30 por ton
S une Manitoba potatecs have bheen received
and are fetching good prices.  C.lifornia cab-
baze, 2 to 2§c per pound.

[5g4e8—0regon fresh eggs, 23: per dozen;
frosh ranch eggs, 27 to 23..

Fruits —Oranges, Nava's, $4.75 to &3; River
srlo seedling, 2.50 to §3  Sicilian lemons, 87
$§7.50 per box, and California, & 50 to §4.73;
Bun snas, §4.50 per bunch.

Meats--Dey salt. 113c; roll bacon, ljc;
breakfast bacon, 134c, backs, 13:; hams, 14ic;
pickled pork bellivs, 113¢; mess pork, 12)c;
lard, in tubs, 12¢; in paus, 12)c; in tine, 13¢;
compound, 12¢.

British Oolumbia,

J Otdine, geneial dealer, Lillooet, is dead.

J. Williams, hotel, Vancouser, is out of busi-
ness.

An electric coal cutter will be put in the Ua-
Mioes.

D Morello, grocer, &:, Ninaimo Out of
business.

Collett & Huater are startiog a sawmill at
Nicola,

R.T. Mizney, hotel, Vancouver, now Mizon-
ey & Rose.

J. T. S:ewart, plumber, has opened. business
at Victoria.

W K. Puckett, saloon, Arkeroft, has succeed-
ed K. T. Nesbitt.

Robertson Brov, stoves, &ec ,
adding hardware,

D. & A. McLennan, hotel Vancouver; suc-
ceeded P, Gormanu,

J. 8 Schubere, hotel, Vernon, contemplates
alding wholesale liquo:s,

Vancouver,

Rose & Marshall, stoves, &e., Vancouver, have
diszolved ; now M. S. Rose,

Odell & Sgnire, of Victoria, has opened a mer
chant tailoting establishment at Nelson.

Smith & Burton, preduce, &ec., Vancouver,
are closing out their Vanconver branch.

S J. Martin, clothing, &:., Victoria. Dam.
aged by fire, no insurance ; loss coasiderable.

G. F. Welch & Son, house paiaters and de-
corators, have opened busipess at New West-
ninster.

William Middler, of Vancouver, has estab-
lishud & black emithing, and carriage shop at
Steveston. }

The British Columbia Dental Association will
hold its first abnual meeting on the 17th and
18th of July.

Wm, Kirkup & Co., dealers ia stoves, tin.
ware, Revelstoke, iotend opening a braoch
store at Nelson.

Bourne Bros'. now store at Ravelstoko, in')
which they havo recently moved, is one of th;
inest in tho interior.

Another Nova Scotia schooner, the Aanie ¥
Paint, has mado 1the trip around Cape Horn to
Victorin,and will engage in sealing in P,
fic wators.

Heisterman & Co., Victoria, have receivel
the appointment <f general agents for Britid,
Columbia, for the Mutual Lifo Insurance ¢,
of Now Yo k.

d. 0. Johnston, who went to Japan three
months ago as purchasing agent for J. I, t.y)
braith, dealer in Japanese gools, Vancour,
returned on the Iimpiess of India.

Tracklaying on the Mission Branch of the
Cauadian Pacific Railway has been completed
to the boun lary and a juaction made with the
rosd in Washinglon.  Regular tiaflic will be
commenced shortly between the C.P. R. and
Piget Sound poiuts,

Customs collections at Vicsoria during \pr,
were $103,166.81, of which $73,415302 was
from dutics, and $1,721.79 from :miscellancous
sources. This shows a considerable increase
over the corresponding month last ye-r when
the rec:ipts wore $73,444.81, an inccease of
§24,722.

Victoria Times: Wm, Jenson, who sine
1887 has successfully run the Occidental hotel,
at the corner of \Wharf and Johngnn strects, hie
disposed of the business to H. R. Berrymn and
C. Andrews. The former has for years hud
charge of the bar, and the latter the otfive, 30
they are both thoroughly acquainted with the
way the Occidental should be run. AU M
Jenson's time will be occupied at his new htel
on Dallas Road which is now nearing comple.
tion,

Mr. Van Horne met the Victoria Board of
Trade on his recent trip west at the invitatioo
of that body. The Piesidont ot the Board aod
other members explained to Mr, Van Horne the
proposals now before the citizens for the con-
struction of railway ferries. Me. Van Hornein
replying pointed out that the railway ferries,
now in operativn, with scarcely an exception
were finanzially unprofitable and were only op
erated from npecessity as conmnecting links on
long lines of railways. But these were acros
rivers while any ferry 10 connect Victoria with
the mainland must cross the sea, the shectes
beiug at least 13 miles. Freight coul? only be
carried at a higher cost by them than by the
present steamers,

Columbian : The deal by which a company of
English capitalis‘s, knywn as the Anglo Bntish
Columbian Canning Co., secured control of
seven Fraser River canneries and two onthe
Skeona, was finally closed yesterday. fullow
ing are the canneriea iic'uded ia the deal, 20d
prices paid: Phoenix Caiunery, $13,009; D,
Drysdale, $40,000; Daacan & Batch:lor, $10,-
000 ; Garry Point Cananiag Co., $4)um; EA
Wadhams, $10,000; B Young, $1.,0)0, 8.
Young (Skeena),310,000;B.C. Packing ()., 5.
000 ; North Pacific Canning Co , Skeena, $1).-
000. Several of the foriner o wners tahe shares
in the new company, and the managementof
the various canneries will be practically us-
changed.

J. Bethuae, general store, Fort \William, as
sigoed in trust to Donald Frazer, Winnipeg:



