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NOTES AND COMMENTS.
WB have produced several geologists

whose diligence in exploring a vast and
unknown region with comparatively littie aid
f rom Buropean or other investigations is worthy
of great praise. They had to deal with the
great Laurentian system, the occurrence of
which in Europe and in the LUnited States is
in very limited areas. In fact Canadian geolo-
gists bave led the world in the study of these
rocks which formed a vast reach of narrow
continent f romn Labrador round by the great
lakes and north-westward east of the Macken-
zie river when neither the Appalachian
upheaval of the east, nor the later tremendous
upheavals of the Rocky Mountain systemi had
taken place, and. when the Mississippi basin
and probably the vast basins drained by the
Red and Saskatchewan rivers and the Macken-
zie river system, constituted an shallow inland
sea. Several of our geologists have made a
world-wide reputation and stand in the fore-
înost ranks amongst the great nien whose
patience in building up geology bas already
done so much for the world. We are proud
of them. But, of course, we hai7e geologists
and geologists.

IN some countries iearned societies take
up geologists who have shown the einineni
virtues of patience and cautious, if bold, in.
(uiry. With their support, many of our greai
g"eologists of a generation ago achievec
faine. Since that time a certain meas
ure of popular appreoiation of geology anc
its practical outcome has induced goverrimenti
to organize geological surveys. Tjnder thi
systemi it is not always the fittest that sui
vives. We may gain in the greater vigc
of the work of exploration, and on th
whole. this plan mnay be the best, especiali
in new countries. We are inclined to thin
sometimes that in view of the totally diffei
ent attairiments of the men whio have charg
of the affairs of state f romn time to timi
a learned society acting in association with th
government and largely supported by the goi
erriment, could manage certain branches(
scientific inquiry, such as geology, meteorologi
and archoeology with more effectiveresults tha
under direct government control.

Canadians- generally. It bas been provoked
by the faults of a few mnen, who posed, or seem-
ed to pose, as knowing a gý,reat deal when their
mental and scientific horizon was not of suffi-
ciently ample breadth to include new occurrences
and variations of rocks. Gold and other metals
lay under their feet and they did not see them.
The prospector was too mucli the geologist's
eye, and the prospector resented the unwilling
use made of him when he had proved what
the geologists failed to see, or even dreaim of.
"Silver or gold cannot be here ; the rock
formation, judged by what 1 have seen, or have
read, make it improbable." So the mining
industry in several districts has been iven
severe checks, and the prospector has won the
glory of discovering new areas rich in minerai
wealth.

Bur it would be a great mistake for our
average citizen or for the prospector to under-
rate the services that our geologists have done
the cou utry. Very often they are credited
with saying what they neyer said. They must
not say gold is probably here or there in paying
quantities unless they have good reason to
think so. It is not every one who can stick, as
a scientiflc iman, to bare, known facts and yet
be bold 'enough to lead also, as does the great
astrono-nier, Camille Flammarion, into promis-
ing fields bevond. The geological survey bas
done good wvork «; it would do better if govern-
ment aid were more liberally furnished to it.
It mapped out and marked the iluronian areas
along the Seine and in the Manitou country
and in the Lake of the Woods borders. Along
its marks the prospector bas found the richest
gold fields. The survey could only map what
came under its observation. It could flot,
without more money and more men, find the
whole extent of our gold-bearing regyion.

THERE is very much more extensive and
thorough exploration to be done by the geolo-
gical survey. The Laurentian systeinibas but
been examined by lines or observed by crop.
pings on a few streams. There is no reason to
think that the rnetal bearing, belts are confined
to the districts now known to contain themi.
Northern Quebec and Labrador, easily acces-
sible, are scarcely touched froni the prospector's
standpoint; and what of the vast region stretch-
ing over twenty degrees of latitude north-west
of the Lake of the Woods?

THESE old rocks of eastern and nortbern
Canada are fissured and seamed f rom end to

e end. If the proces4s of gold-vein formation be
Slargely that of infiltration f rom surrounding
-rock, we have but to compare the length of

tirne the Huronian veins have hiad to accumu-
d late od with the tume the newer Rockies

and Arides system has bad, to suspect the
s-Lau rentian region the richer in precious metals.

~ PEOPLE Whoseexperience bas been in Austra-
*s lia, the Rand, Mexico, Colorado, British Col-
r- umbia or anywhere in the western hiaîf of
r America cannot speak with any authority
e about the richness or greatness of the Ontario
ly gold fields. Here they strike a condition total

ik ly unfamiliar to them. The probability is that
r-tbe Ontario gold fields are the richest knlown
;efields in the world.

ie,
AmoNG " experts" who deserve not the

friendliest of criticism are some of our 'Mininr
ofEngineers. Lt is true that Civil Engineers

y, whose only graduation in their business was inIi the service of engineering finms in Great Brit-
ain, huilt railways in France better than those
built by graduates of thesae-iepegne

what is true in kind in this case will conitillue
to be true to the end. But it would be of value
to mine owners and to investors in minies to
know -wNho are qualifiedM.s There are
mnany bogus ones, who live on pretenltious di?ý
play o>f little knowledgre, and wvho inay do rail
barn iby tlîeir re ports. We have good miin
engrineers trained in Canada, whio use the ap-
pellation ighitly ; we have mlany good milli'
enigineers who bave neyer claimed it, and maflY
others wbio use it without more than a shado0<
of knowledge of mining. The public 5hold
beware of too readily ac-cepting the prsectug
opinions of the last class, of " experts."
littie money out of a "booin" is generally b
they are af ter ; they have no permanent reput
tion to lose. ___

ELSEWHERE we publish the Canadian I 1

/acturer's collection of views and facts bai)
on the nickel industry of tie Sudbury courilrY

SEVERAL city*contemporaries. are in the habit

of copyin1g, in wbole or in part, interviews anld

other information or opinion froin TuE CA14A
DIAN MINER, without the usual justice, flottO
say courtesy, of acknowledging the source fr00

which thîey copy. We suppose the saille
justice is done to manx- others of their 01
temporaries. After a wlile the special offfenre
failing will be suficiently known t(> make lie
press of tlhe province chary in giving it credi
for anything original in the wcay of lu
news.

BRITISH COLUMBIA is rich in preciouss metEklo
But Ontario. wbere development is xniuch-n"O

recent, promises to e(jual it shontl v in the nle'
ber of paying mines. The proioters of 01"
tarîo mines are at work developing their Pte
perties rather than ini booming stocks.

COMM.ON- sense should make organizers
mining, companies avoid over capitaliZation and

especially the allotinenit of the greater partM of
the capital to the prom.oters and owners
mere prospects. There are signs in Las"teeo
Canada that many of the companies in Britisb

Columbia organized ontîi basis wille,1
ience incneasing ditliculty in fioating i
Re-organization, w«ithî the wiping out o 11e

of the stock alloted to promoters, "1 ie
necessary in many cases. WVhat is trtie oft

rwngfeeling bhere ini regard to the di-strîb
tion of capital stock is equally so in otherP
Such companues have but little chance ini
Y ork or London.

HERE is somiething new and very iiînp .

perhaps. A well-known and leading aianlY't1

'vniter of hioh standing in bothi Britain,an
British Columbia, whiere lie now resides, WIIot6

0

iiuto us, unider date of March 4th, "J awn1Pthef
and hîappy to say 1 have discovered, or te

fidentified, Ti n this las t week-rmetîllî till
found in sonuie rotten granite. 1 believe 0îdl
the mnan wlmo Irougrlitit is hîonest l(ie 0

-t fr iend, p)Iospector of course. . - r1
valuable ineralogical find, whetbier tlet
enougb to pay or not. I believe it is all rle
We liope to hear more about this matter.

efi nd, 've assume, is in thue lower KOOdI
orcountry. Tin mines 'vould be a valtuabî6 0o,

tion to the operating mines of the J)no

b- BITInSH capital is now coming
(l ualtity inito thie Bossiard and Trai I
Thene is eve7ry reasn, f rom a eolricaln


