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claim that five thousand acres had been given to the Count 
in 1798, of which only 850 acres had been received by him, 
and asking for the remaining 4150 acres. Referred to H. M. 
Government.

In the Annual Register of 1796 is found some reference 
to his personal appearance :

“Count Joseph de Puisaye was still less distinguished by 
high birth than by those advantages which he derived from 
nature and education. His natural talents, of no common 
order, had been cultivated with the greatest assiduity, and 
with a success proportioned to the care bestowed upon them. 
Well informed, capable of laborious application, master of a 
ready and powerful eloquence, full of resources, and never 
deserted by his presence of mind, he seemed destined ta be 
the leader of a party. To these mental qualifications he added 
some corporeal ones which, though inferior, were highly use­
ful. His manners were dignified, yet prepossessing ; his per­
son was graceful, his stature tall and commanding.” With 
this description the portrait painted and engraved in Ply­
mouth corresponds, and with the description sometimes given 
of a fine-lookng, courtly gentleman of the old school. These 
pictures—the Count, a steel engraving, and the Countess, an 
oil painting—are in the possession of Mrs. Horning, Dundas, 
a great-granddaughter of William Smithers Kent.

In the Jarvis letters, published in No. 8 of the Niagara 
Historical Society, there is a reference to his personal appear­
ance. Mrs. Jarvis says: "Having entertained him at dinner 
in Niagara, January 31st, 1799. I like him very much. He is, I 
think, much like Governor Simcoe in ooint of size and deport­
ment, and is, without exception, the finest looking man I ever 
saw.”

A few references are found regarding some of the other 
members of the party. For most of these we are indebted to 
“Toronto of Old,” by the venerated Dr. Scadding. As, “At the 
balls of the Governor and others at York, the jewels of 
Madame la Comtesse de Beaupoi! created a great sensation, 
wholly surpassing everything of the kind that had been seen 
by the ladies of Upper Canada.” A descendant of Count de 
Chains retains property here, but resides in Montreal, and so 
far as known the descendants of only one other family are 
now represented in Canada (besides those of Wm. Smithers). 
In St. Mark's Register, in the marriage notices, is that of one


