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Uecogiiize it as a principle, that a man who lias resided

three ytars in a town, has t'arnod a rlulil, in time of need,

to its charities; to support (roin its own treasury, such as iL

now gives, j)art from its i>wn, and part from the ^^tate's treas-

ury.

'i'heii you may acknowledge, thnt those not penuaneiit res-

idents for thiee years in any town, have no claim upon its

treasury, l)ut should ho supported wholly from the Slaie's

tieasnry. They are now supported jiartly from the town ami
partly fr<im the Slate.

Hy this (li>iin('t suhdivision of (;!iari:e, each ]>arty hears

what it ouulit to hear. There is one point gained, that the

.system is just. Hilt, mor<' than this, hecause jusi, it heroines

simple, and can hi^ siinply adinimstcred, which, with the pres-

ent system, is whollv iiii|)ossihle.

ruder this aeiieiai classidcaiioii, which is, virtually, that of

Xew Y'ork". I will now add some suggestions of detail. To
spealc ol' the class, which under this })lan would he wholly a
State ch.irge, I have suggested that for jieisons not three

years settlt>d in one town, tlu; State should taUe the whole care.

Such persons have not aci|uired any claim on particular

towns. On tla; State treasury they almost all Iikvc a c/ai//i,

for all who landed here have paid two dollars cacii to it, on
exact condition that it should care for them in misl'ortmie. Of
these, the jarijer portion who hecame cliargeahle would he

those who had recently arrived. In 18.")(l, ISIl persons re-

lieved in Alassachiiseits had l)een only one year in the Slate.

In IS.) I, there were 'JOOll. Of persons desiring relief in any
one year, who had heeii here three years, there would he per-

haps" 31 Kit).

Suppose these wholly the care of tlie State. It could ar-

range for the cheap care of those sick amonu them much more
economically than the towns to whose e.Npeiises it now con-

trihiites. For those near |jo>ton, it has already the buildings

which would he needed at Raiiisford Island.

Such an ariangeineut for ;]ll(M) persons, would cost, at the

rates lor which the Aew YorU commissioners succeed m dis-

charging similar duty, .$!i;;i,31l) annually, and v/ith little or no
expense ill the preparation of l)uildiii<js.

The Hospital at Kainslord Island should he fitted for tlie

accommodation of the sick in the iKMahborliood of I'oston.

Iiiexj)eiisive hiiildings like those till recentiv in n-'^e at Deer
Island, and still used at Ward's Island, New York, would
answer all ai'duional purposes. Two other hospital t^stahlish-

ments in other parts of the State, with arrangements for the

care of children, and other persons not able to labor, would
complete the necessary arrangements.


