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;ulv:uit;ii(on in«v not lie so ImiiKMli.iio <»i* ri|>|»;>ri'iit as iIi(»«j<^

ai'isim; iVoin the nipjamir oHspriiiu; of stomii ;\iul riprtiicity.

I fiMi iiicliiit'd to v'n'W this |i;i|n'r ms an ingenious uiwl aMc
tioatisc! on the sriciico of irt.'(liility— otic in which it is as itii-

poit.uit as (iillicnit to arrivo at rcsiihs which will all'ord safe

satisfactoiv practical rules for our /jfiiidancc. Thi! lunnati!)!!

of an opinion (ni any sulijtuf, hy any nsan, is an exorcise of

credulity— is a judi-uient oC the unnd founded on testimony.

A hasty opinion is one formed from testiuiony, not taken

tVoui the best sources, not entitled to the highest degree of

credit, or not sulliciiMilly exann'ned or weighed as to its natural

and probable result. Such aii opinion, when put forward to

induence the nnnds of others, should have but litdc force.

But an ojiinion formed by a man of cool and deliberate Judg-

ment, who is known to have had good op[)ortunities of care-

fully and honestly investigiiting the facts and premises on

which the sui)ject depends—whose character is such that we
feel satisfied his object is truth, that lie has no motive or

wish to mislead, and that the opinion he pronounces is the

honest conviction of his own mind—such an opinion would

generally be a tolerably safe guide, or at all events, such an

opinion so formed would become a uiaterial fact in the forma-

tion, by others, of an opinion on the same subject. To confide

in the opinions of others, if not an instinct in man, is a ne-

cessity imposed on him by his imj)crfection. What single mind
can fully grasp the bare results of the labours of many minds,

each concentrating its entire vigour on some particular point.

How much less can any one mind traverse the long and fr I',

some paths w hich have led to tliosc results. In a variety o ' oie

ordinary aO'airs of life, we unhesitatingly act on the opitjions

of others, the only exercise of our own Judgment being in the

selection of the guide we shall follow. To think for oneself

is an undoubted right possessed by us all, and to act on our

own honest convictions is a duty no less than a right; but

with those who take the trouble so to think, it is, in most cases,

nothing but a comparison of the opinions of others, and an
adherence to that which, to theirown mind, appears supported

by the best reasons, and therefore to possess the highest autho-

rity. It 'las often happened, and may often happen again, that

some indiNidual may, on some j)articular subject, form opin-

ions differing from those generally entertained by those most


