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assist in venting the waters of the inundation. On
the margins of the water courses the lands are

highest, and produce canes; they fall off, in the

rear, into cypress swamps and lakes. The waters

of the Mississippi were rising, and it was with

some difficulty that they reached a house near

Concord that evening. This settlement was he*

gun since the cession of Louisiana to the United

States, by citizens of the Mississippi territory, whp

have established their residence altogether upon

newly-acquired lands taken up under the authority

of the Spanish commandant, and have gone to the

expense of improvement either in the names of

themselves or others, before the 20th of December,

1803, hoping thereby to hold their new possession

under the sanction of the law.

Exclusive of the few actual* residents on the

banks of the Mississippi, there are two very hand*

some lakes in the interior, on the banks of which

similar settlements have been made. He crossed

at the ferry, and at mid-day of the S6th reached

his own house.

/ Dr. Hunter, and the remainder of the party,

followed Mr. Dunbar, down the Washita, with

the boat in which they ascended the river, and»

ascending the Mississippi, reached St. Catharine's

landing on the morning of the 3 Ist January, 1805.

i


