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(2). Tn M<o that tho goncral prinnplcn nf thn l»w,

a« wi'll in tlu) nlijci'tM of its ii|)pn)|iriiitloiis, nrr, in no

iiwtftnco, ooritriiTeiiol.

(.')). T(i prniHiro tlm rcj;nliitiiiTm wliicli ri'iiiti' totlio

Knlipnil I'liavai'tcr itiiii niiiiiii^rciiii'iit nf tlii' HlIuhiIs,

am! thn ipmhtiralinnH ami clmrnctrr of tli(^ Toiii'licrs,

—Iniiviiic thn (mployiiicnt of thoiii to tho people, and
a lurgo iliHcrotioti lut to iiioiIch of tciichiiig.

(4). To provide, or rcconitnond hooks,

iffuo of which may cniihln 'rrimti'os or (U;

tho cata-

logue of which may oniihlii 'rrnntccs or (^ominittoL's

to Holoet suitable ones for tho use of their Schools.

(6). T'l prepare and rncoinmcnd nuitablo plans of

School-houses, and their furniture and app('ndu)(<^s, as

one of the most important suhsidlary means of good

schools—a subject upon wlii<^h it is intended on a
,

future occasion, to present a 8])ccial Roport. i

(0). To employ every constitutional means to cx-

oite a spirit of intellectual activity and inquiry, anil to

satisfy it as far as |)i»tsiblii by aiding in the establish-

ment and selection of libraries, and other moans of

diffusing useful knowledge.

(7). Finally, and especially, to see that an eflBcicnt

system of inspection is exercised over nil tho Schools.

This involves the examination and licensing of Teach-

ers,—visi ti ng the Schools,—discovering errors, and sug-

gesting romedii. , us to tho organization, classification,

and raetbodsof teaching in the Schools,—giving coun-

sel and instruction as to their management,—careiully

examining the pupils,—animating Teacliors, trustees

and parents, by conversations, addresses. &c,, when-

ever practicable, imparting vigor by every available

moans to tho whole system. What tho Government
is to tho system, and wluit tho Teacher is to the

School, tho looid Inspector or Suporintondent should

bo within tho limits of his District.

There is no class of officers in tho whole machinery
of elementary instruction on whom so much dopencis

for its efficient and successful working, as upon tho

local Superintendents or Inspectors. Tho proper

selection of this class of agents is a mattiT of tho

greatest importance ; they should make themselves

theoretically and practically acquainted with every

branch taught in the Schools, and the best modes of

teaching, as well as with the wliole subject of School

organizaliim and management.

Where there is incompetency or negligence hero,

there is weakness in the very part were strength is

most required. I think this part of tho system of

Public Instruction is by no means appreciated in this

Province in proportion to its importance.

The laws, and Normal and Elementary Schools of

(Jermany and France, would be of comparatively

little avail, were it not for their system of inspection

over every School and over every department of in-

struction ; nor would tho Privy Councd Committoo in

England, or tho National Board in Ireland, succeed

as they do, were it not for tho corps of able and vigi-

lant Inspectors, whom they employ to see carried

into effect in every School aided by pubUc grants, the

principles of the system, and the lessons given in tho

Normal Schools.

Holland is inferior to Prussia in its system of Nor-
mal Schools ; but is probably superior to every other

country in the world, in its system of inspection.

With some of these Inspectors it was ray good for-

tune to meet in Holland ; they accompanied me to

varimio Schools nniler their charge ; tlinir entrnnce

iniM the ScIkmiIh was wi'lcnuicd by the glnwini; couii-

tcnanics i'( bulb Tcaclicrs and puiiils. wlm sccnu'd to

regard and receive them ns friemls frmu wlioni they

expi'cted both instruction and encouragement ; nor

were thi'ir expectations iliHapp'inled so far as I hail

an (ipporlunity of judging; the cxaniinalionH aiul re-

nnirlis in inch instance shewed tlic Inspector to be

intimately arquaiiited willi every dcparlnicnt of the

instruction given, and imparted animation and delight

to tliewhiilc School, 'i'lic impiirlanceattachi'it to this

class of officers, may he inferred from the remark of

the venerable Vandcn Kudc (late Chief Commissioner

of Primary Instructinn, in llnllanil, and to a great

ext('nt the founder nf the System) to M. (Jousin,

in iHJKi, " lie careful in the chnice of ymir Itisjicctors ;

" they are men who ought to be souglit fur with a lau-

" tern in tho hand,"

In tho commencement ofa system of Public Instruc-

tion, tho office of local Superintendents or Inspectors

is, if possible, more important, than after .mch system

has l>eon brought into full operation ; and little hope

I

of aucccsj can be entertauied in this Province,

1 wherever local Superintendents prove lax or careless

I in their examinations into the qualifications and cha-

I

ractor of Candidates for teaching •—their visitations

i of Schools—their attention to books and defective

j
modes of teaching—their exertions to carry every

1
part of the law into effect, and to excite increased in-

terest in tho public mind in behalf of tho education

of tho yenng.

This last is tho more important as no Constitutional

Government can establish and render effective a sys-

tem of Public Instruction without tho co-operation ul

the people tliemsclves.

There must bo this co-operation, not only in tho

enactment of laws, but in the application of them to

every individual School. Tho establishment and

maintenance of a School system is not like tho digging

of a Canal, or tho building of a Railroad, where the

work may bo performed by strangers and foreigners.

Tho subjects of popular education are tho younger,

|i
and the immediate and ni;v;essary agents of it are the

older inhabitants of the country ; and if the latter

are indifferent and unfaithfid to their duty, the for-

mer will grow iq) in ignorance, notwithstanding the

provisions of the best laws, and the best exertions of

the Government.

One of the first steps then in a public work of this

kind—a work which involves tiie interests of every

family, and the future destinies of the country ;—is to

excite parents and guardians to a sense of their moral

and social obligations not only in respect to tho es-

tablishment of Schools, but as to the character and
efficiency of those Schools, and the due education of

their children for theprcsentand the future—forthem-

selves, and their country.

These remarks suggest a collateral subject to

which I desire to draw attention—not with a view of

recommending its adoption, but in order to impress

upon all concerned tho principle which it involves. 1

" • Tho most imperft'ct arrangement for providing Teflohors is

" that which ri-quiri*!, an examination tn((t merely llie krwiflettfifoHhc
'* Candidate in (lie hram-hes tv he lamj/iL Tliis is specially imperfect
" in the caseof elcmcntaryinstructiou, where the linuwtedgc required
*' is small in amount, ana where the art of teaching Hnds its most
*' difficult exercise. The erroneous notion, that an individual can
" teach whatever he knows, is now generally abandoned; and in those
" countries which still adhere to the old method, of depending solely
** upon examinations for securing competent Teachers, examination
" is made, not only of the acquirements of the Candidate, but of his

" ahilitif to fjive instruction"—Bacfie'a Report on Education in £u-
ropCt p. 323.
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