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aquietplace for therepairinp^orourfleete. Shortly after this the 16 ofSeptember we entered

viiu'/i"?"*! *'*' ''"'^ **'^ ^'"* '"'"' *'* ^""'' "*' '" """ *"""'® ''"^ SpaniardcH thinking vs to be the flecte
The spanianb of Spaine, the chiefe nificent of the Couiitrey came aboord vs. which being deceiueil of their
iisceiued.

expectation were greatly diHmayed : but immediatly when tliey sawe our demand wa« nothing
but victual!*, were recomforted. I found also in the same Port twelue shipn which had ia
them by the report two hundred thousand pound in gold & Niluer, all which (being in my
possetMinn, with the kings Hand as aUo the passengers before in my way thitherward Htayed ) I

Kt at libertie, without the taking from them the waight of a groat: onely because I would
not be delayed of my dispatch, I stayed two men of estimation and sent post immediatly to

Mexico, which was two hundred miles from vs. to the Presidentes and Councell there, shew-
ing them of our arriuall there by the force of weather, and the necessitie of the repaire of
our shippes and victuals, which wantes we required as friends to king Philip to be furnished

of for our money: and that the Presidents and Councell there should with all conuenient
speede tike order, that at the arriuall of the Spanish fleete, which was dayly looked for,

there might no cause of quarrell rise betweene vs and them, but for the better maintenance
of amitte, their commandement might be had in that behalfe. This message being sent away
the sixteenth day of September at night, being the very day of our arriuall, in the next morn>
ing which was the seuenteenth day of the same moneth, we sawe open of the Hauen thit»

teene great shippes, and vnderstanding them to bee the fleete of Spaine, I sent immediatly
to aduertise the General! of the fleete of my being there, doing him to vnderstand, that

before I would sufTer them to enter the Port, there should some order of conditions passe
betweene vs for our safe being there, and maintenance of peace. Now it is to be vnderstood
that this Port is made by a little Hand of stones not three foote aboue the water in the highest

place, and but a bow-shnnt of length any way, this Hand standeth from the maine land two
bow shootes or more, also it is to be vnderstood that there is not in all this coast any other

place for shippes to arriue in safety, because the North winde hath there such violence, that

vnlesse the shippes be very safely mored with their ankers fastened vpon this Hand, there

is no remedie for these North windes but death : also the place of the Hauen was so little,

that of necessitie the shippes must ride one aboord the other, so that we could nolgiue place

to them, nor they to vs : and here I bcgnnne to bcwaile that which after followed, for now, said

I, I am in two dangers, and forced to rcceiue the one of them. That was, either I must haue
kept out the fleete from entering the Port, the which %vith Gods heipe I was very well able to

doe, or else sufler them to enter in with their accustomed treason, which they neuer faileto

execute, where they may haue opjiortunitie, to compassc it by any meanes : if I had kept
them out, then had there bene present shipwrackc of all the fleete which amounted in value

to sixe Millions, which was in value of our money 1800000. li. which I considered I waa
not able to answere, fearing the Quecncs Maiesties indignation in so waightie a matter.

Thus with my seife reuoliiing the doubts, I thought rather better to abide the lutt of the

vncertainty, then the cert.iintie. The vncertaine doubt I account was their treason which by
good policie I hoped might be preuented, and therefore as chusing the least mischiefe I pro-

ceeded to conditions. Now was our first messenger come and returned from the fleete with re-

port of the arriuall of a Viceroy, so that hee had auiboritic, both in all this Prouince of Mex-
ico (otherwise called Nueua Espanna) and in the sea, who sent vs word that we should send

our CDnditions, which of his part she -Id (for the better maintenance ofamilie betweene the

Prince-*) be both fauourably granted, and faithfully performed, with many feire wordes how
passing the coast of the Indies he had vnderstood of our honest behauiour towardes the inha-

bitants where we had to doe, aswell elsewhere as in the same Port, the which I let passe

:

thus following our demand, we required victuals for our money, and licence to sell as much
ware as might furnish our wants, and that there mig'it be of either part twelue gentlemen as

hostages for the maintenanceof peace : and that the Hand for our better safetie might be in our

owne pooscssion, during our abode tliere, and such firdinance as was planted in the same Hand
which were eleuen peeces of brasse : and that no Spaniard might land in the Hand with any

T\v r«ict con. Kiiij uf ,vcai)on : these conditions at the first he somewhat misliked, chiefly the guard of the
""'" ^
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