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redclue of MaiTachufet on- the N. The Connf£liciit«

river^ which is one of the brged and be(l in New
England, rtms through the heart of ity dividing itfclF

into diiTerenr parts, and is navigable above forty milet

for (hip* of burden, and many nnore for fmaller. The
country on both fides the river abounds with timber^

sn^d it h here th;it they produce fo great a quantity of

tar and turpentine, as to require numbers of hands to

#xtra£l! it. The bufincfs of the .people here Ls, bc-

ilde fifberies, that of timber* felling, or cutting tim-

ber for knee-timber, planli for (hip^buildingt deals^

baulkii and fpars for houfes, mafts and yards for (hips.

And the New«£ng)and merchants fent a prefent to

Charles II. of fcreral mafts fo large as to feri^ for

firA- rates. The great floats of this timber brought

down this riVer have very much, improved their navi-

gtiti<>n. Several forts of metals have been found herei

as lead, iron, copper« Tbe iron mlnei are ftill work*

edy and greatly improved ; but the attempts to raife a

flock for working the Idad and copper have failed.

This colony is in a thriving itate^ populousi and in-

€r€aiing, eontatning about 40,000 people; notwith^

ftandirtg the ravages of the eaA parts of it by the

French and Indians ; befide the ^racies iii Queen

Jktit^B time, when their fiiliing ketches were almoft

ail deftroyed.

Rhode Ifland is the third and fnialled of the pro*

ttnces wbkh compofe New England, lying off Mount
Hope. It confids of a fmall ifland of that naine, and

the old plantation of Providence. It is a di(lin£t go*

vernirienty by virtue of a charter granted by King

Charles II. The ifland, whence tbe province has its

ftame, lies in Narrhaganfet bay, and is about fiftcsii

or fixteen mUes in lengtb^ and four or five in breadth*

In firft Inhabitants were tfaofe that were baniflied from


