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The execution of fuch ati undertaking, in fuch tliftant re-

gions, and in fo high a latitude, muft: neccflaiily be attended

with extreme dilficulty and hazard. For the points of diftance

between Icy Cape and the north weftern extremity of Bofiin's

Bay, include a fpace of no lefs than feventy-one degrees lon-

gitude : of which nearly the central point has '.wCii explored b7

Hearne alone *.

It muft be neverthelefs admitted, that fuch inquiries, however

intercfting to increafe our knowledge of the globe, do not tend to

throw any new light on the prafticabihty of a north-eaft paflage

;

which has been difproved by the obftacles and difficulties en-

countered by the Ruffians in navigating the Frozen Ocean +, and

more particularly by the undoubted tcftimony of Cook himfelf.

3, The new-difcovered iflands remain to be confidered.

We have already remarked, that, as Cook obferved only a few of

thofe numerous iflands which lie fcattered in the Eaftern Ocean

between Alia and America, the pofition and defcription of the

remainder are to be drawn from the Ruffian accounts. It cannot

be denied that the Ruffians have frequently corrupted their names^

increafed their number, and miftaken their fituation. It is probable,

indeed, that Synd may have augmented the number of iflands

which lie near the coafts ofthe Tchutflii ; that St. Theodore, Imyak,

and Tzetchina, which are laid do\yn among the Aleutian Ifles in

the general map of Ruffia, do not exift ; and that the Andreanoflki

Iflis, which are confidered as a feparate group, form the moft

wefterly part of that extenfive chain termed the Fox Iflands, of

which Uaalaftika, fo amply defcribed by Cook and the Ruffians,

is nearly the center.

It may be urged, however, that, if the inaccuracy of the Ruffian

charts, in general, be admitted, and their accounts are juftly

* See Introdu£iion to Cook's Voyage.

t Sec RufliaR Difcoveries, p. 330.
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