
not satisfied with the advantages which they have enjoyed from the
appointment of partisan returning officeis, they have stooped to the
low level of misrepresentiiig the American Secretary of State, and
wlien they were taken to task by the American Secretary of State, like

Ancient Pistol, they had to eat the leek, but, nauseous as was the

operation, the leek had served the .

DESIRED PURPOSE OF DOING DUTY IN THE

elections. Now we are told that the Government, at the fourteenth

hour, have decided to send conmiissioners to Wa;-hington. What are

the circumstances which have at last induced the Government to re-

verse their policy and to do that which they have refused to do during
so many years ? Sir, the leason is not far to seek ; it is now a matter
of history. It was the policy of our sister colony, Newfoundland,
which, not so fastidious as the Govei-nment of Canada, took proper

steps to secure a treaty, and they did it in a very business-like way.
Sir William Whiteway, Premier of Newfoundland, and Mr. Bond, a
member of his Government, were in London. Mi-. Bond secui-ed a

letter of inti-oducti(m from Lord Salisbury to Sir Julian Pauncefote,

the English ambassador at Washington, who then introduced Mr. Bond
to Mr. Blaine, and inside of eight days a treaty of reciprocity was
negotiated between Mr. Bond and Mi-. Blaine, whereby Newfoundland
secured the admission of her tish free of duty to the United States,

and gave in return to the United States free bait on the coast of New-
foundland. During all that time our Government were standing, or

rather sleeping, on their dignity. Sir Julian Pauncefote, however,

thought that it was time to arouse

THEM FROM THEIR DUiNIFID SLUMBER

and to tell them what was going on. Then they became very lively.

Their action took the form of a protest. Protests by telegrams and
protests by letters urging Sir Charles Tupper to prevent the Colonial

Secretary from allowing that treaty to go into force. T will not n(tw

discuss the ([uestion of the policy of this Government, whether it was
fair or not, toward the sister colony of Newfoundland, in preventing

her fi'om managing hei- own affiiirs according to her (»\vn views T leave

that for anothei' occasion ; but 1 am now discussing the point in so far

only as it. i»«]ates U> the j)re\ious policy of the ( Jo\(M"nnient, who at

last were forced, by tlu; action of Newfoundland, to take st(!ps to pre-

vent iheni from gaining an advantage which \v(! could not ha\(> our-

sel\(w without negotiating a ti' Nity. They lemonst rated at the Colonial

OtHce. Biit th(' (yolonial Stcretary of State told t\wu\ the only thing

they could do was to follow the example of tlu^ people of Newfound-
land and negotiate a ti'eaty for themselves, or to b»u'ome a ])arty to the

negotiati(tns then going on ; and tliat is tlic way in wliicli our (Jovern-

ment have been brought to this position, tli.il on tlic l-tli of ( )ctol)er

next they are going to send commissioners to Washington to neg«»tiate

a triNity. Now, what is the basis upon which they will negotiate that

treaty? Sir, T venture to say after the long debate that we have hfwl

that tlmy do not know yet upon what basis they will negotiate. There


