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Fort Clinton. Both forts were to be attacked at the same

time.

The detachment under Campbell set off in high spirits; it

was composed partly of royahsts, led by Colonel Beverely

Robinson of New York, partly of Em«nck's chasseurs, and

partly of grenadiers, imder Lord Rawdon, then about twenty

-

four years of age, who had already seen service at Bunker's

Hill. Wit^^ him went Count Gabrouski, a Polish nobleman,

aid-de-camp to Sir Henry Clinton, but who had sought to

accompany his friend, IJord Rawdon, in this wild mountain

scramble. Everything thus far had been conducted with

celerity and apparent secrecy, and complete surprise of both

forts was anticipated. Sir Henry had, indeed, outwitted

one of the guardians of the Highlands, but the other was

aware of his designs. Governor Clinton, on receiving intel-

hgence of ships of war coming up the Hudson, had sent

scouts beyond the Dunderberg to watch their movements.

Early on the present morning, word had been brought him

that forty boats were landing a large force at Stony Point.

He now, in his turn, apprehended an attack, and sent to

Putnam for re-enforcements, preparing, in the meantime,

to make such defense as his scanty means afforded.

A lieutenant was sent out with thirty men from Fort

Clinton, to proceed along the river-road and reconnoiter.

He fell in with the advance guard of Sir Henry Clinton's

division, and retreated skirmishing to the fort. A larger

detachment was sent out to check the approach of the enemy

on this side ; while sixty men, afterward increased to a hun-

dred, took post with a brass field-piece in the Bear Hill

defile.

It was a narrow and rugged pass, bordered by shagged

forests. As Campbell and his division came pressing for-


