<+ Dete Paper Prepnration

The success of discussions of the topies recormended in the pre-
ceding section will depen rrgely on the degree to which members rre informed
on the subjects under consideration. The verious Netional Councils have
recognized from the beginning the importence of correlating the dats paper pre-
paration with the discussion agenda, In view of the fact that the principal
areas of discussion for Banff were egreed upon £t the close of the Shengir i
Conference, this correlation has been made possible to & degree heretofare
impossible for Institute conferences. A second condition to the success of
the discussion will be the degree to which the preperation of each nationsl
group pcrallels the proparation of all the others. The experience of past
conferences hus taught the Institute the importance of having its members from
each country equipped to discuss the same subjects.

tariat is, therefore, pleesed to note (1) thet with certzin
h Nationel Counecil is prepering data papers in conformity wit
a, and (2) that the preparation of onch Netionel Counc i
s the preparation of thec others than for any previous
ercnce., The retarint will communieate with those national groups whose
aration does not yet seem to meet these conditions of successful & scuseion.
The Secretariat, further, urges easch National Council to continue having in
mind the diiscussion rgenda set forth fbove in the preparation of its érta
papers, &nd particularly to have the deta bapers completed emd ready for
distribution well shead of the Conference,

The Secretariat wishes to note end reinforce another tendency in
conference preparntion. feretofore, the Institute has failed to meke & cleer
distinction bhetween data papers &nd research. The dsliberations st Shanghai
°nd subsequent Banff Conference preparations have point ed up this necessery
distinction. Datsn papers should be regorded primarily as & means for educating
the respective nsational groups #nd for encbling the members to come to the
confercnee elrendy fomiliar with the main questions to be discus sed. The
results of previous Institute and other rese=rches should, of course, be
used in preparation of data papers, but the data papers should not in them-
selves be researches. They should be more in the nature of briefs, surveys
or summeries.

The research program of the Institute is not limited to the topics
Suggested by the discussion agenda of any one conference. It s wide ond
fundemental in scope snd often mist proceed over a longer period of yeers than
the two year interval between conferences, Certain items in the research
program naturally beur on each of the conferences, but certain other items
mist be considered as outside the area of any given conference.

With respect to the Bsnff Conference, the following projects of
the International Research Cormittee will be pertinent:

Communieations in the Pecific - under the supervision of Professor
lforman MacKenzie and the editor of Paeific Affairs.

Diplomstie Mrchinery - under the general supervision of the
Australian Council,

The Coordinstion of Iend Utilization Studies -~ under Professor
Carl Alsberg.

The Coordinstion of Tariff Studies - under the supervision of
Professor Philip Wright

The Trade Situation in the British Peecific Dominions - under
Professor J. Coatman.




