8 VOTES AND PROCEEDINGS

January 4, 1973

The Right Honourable Pierre Elliott Trudeau, address-
ing himself to the Clerk, moved, seconded by the Hon-
ourable Robert L. Stanfield,—That Lucien Lamoureux,
Esquire, Member for the Electoral District of Stormont-
Dundas, do take the Chair of this House as Speaker.

And the question being put on the said motion, it was
agreed to.

And the Clerk having declared Lucien Lamoureux,
Esquire, duly elected, Mr. Lamoureux was conducted to
the Chair by the Right Honourable Pierre Elliott Trudeau
and the Honourable Robert L. Stanfield, when he
returned his humble acknowledgements to the House
for the great honour they had been pleased to confer
upon him by choosing him to be their Speaker.

The Mace was laid upon the Table.

At 11.08 o’clock a.m., the sitting was suspended until
3.00 o’clock p.m. this day.

3.00 o’clock p.m.

The sitting resumed;

PRAYERS

Mr. Speaker communicated to the House the following
letter:

GOVERNMENT HOUSE
OTTAWA

4th January 1973

Sir,

I have the honour to inform you that His Excellency
the Governor General will arrive at the Main Entrance
of the Parliament Buildings at 3:00 p.m. on this day,
Thursday, the 4th of January, 1973, and when it has
been signified that all is in readiness, will proceed to
the Chamber of the Senate to open formally the First
Session of the Twenty-ninth Parliament of Canada.

I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
ESMOND BUTLER,

Secretary to the Governor General.

The Honourable,
The Speaker of the House of Commons.

A Message was delivered by the Gentleman Usher of
the Black Rod.

“Mr. Speaker, His Excellency the Governor General
desires the immediate attendance of this Honourable
House in the Chamber of the Honourable the Senate”.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, with the House, went up
to the Senate Chamber, and Mr. Speaker spoke to the
following effect:

MAy IT PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY:

The House of Commons have elected me their Speaker,
though I am but little able to fulfil the important duties
thus assigned to me.

If, in the performance of those duties, I should at any
time fall into error, I pray that the fault may be imputed
to me, and not to the Commons, whose servant I am, and
who, through me, the better to enable them to discharge
their duty to their Queen and Country, humbly claim
all their undoubted rights and privileges, especially that
they may have freedom of speech in their debates, access
to Your Excellency’s person at all seasonable times, and
that their proceedings may receive from Your Excellency
the most favourable construction.

The Honourable the Speaker of the Senate then said:

“Mr. Speaker, I am commanded by His Excellency the
Governor General to declare to you that he freely con-
fides in the duty and attachment of the House of Com-
mons to Her Majesty’s Person and Government and, not
doubting that their proceedings will be conducted with
wisdom, temper and prudence, he grants and upon all
occasions will recognize and allow their constitutional
privileges.

I am commanded also to assure you that the Commons
shall have ready access to His Excellency upon all
occasions, and that their proceedings as well as your
words and actions, will constantly receive from him the
most favourable construction.”

And the House being returned:

Mr. Speaker reported that the House had been in the
Senate Chamber, and that he had, in their names and
on their behalf, made the usual claim of privileges, which
His Excellency had been pleased to confirm to them.

Mr. Trudeau, seconded by Mr. MacEachen, by leave
of the House, introduced Bill C-1, An Act respecting the
Administration of Oaths of Office, which was read the
first time.

Mr. Speaker reported that, when the House did attend
His Excellency the Governor General this day in the
Senate Chamber, His Excellency was pleased to make
a speech to both Houses of Parliament, and to prevent
mistakes, he had obtained a copy, which is as follows:
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