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engaged therein, there la much that may be
committed to a Federal trade commission, thus
placing ln the hands of an administrative board
many of the functions now necessarlly exerclsed
«by the courts. This wlll promote promptness
In the administration of the Ioas and avold de-
lays and technicalitles incident to court proce-
dure.

While the Progressive Platform had this
to say, on bebalf of the Federal Trade Com-
mission:

To that end (protection againat trusts and
monopolles) we urge the establishment of a
âtrong Federai administrative -commission of
hlgh standing, whlch shall malntain. permanent
active supervision over industrial corporations
engaged In an interstate commerce, or uuch of
tbemn as are of publie Importance, doing for
tbem what the Governmcnt now does for the
national banks, and what le now donc for the
railroads by the Interatate Commerce Com-
mission.

tiater on in January, 1914, or a littie over
a year ago, the President made to the
Cengress, the following statement which no
doubt gave a certain impetus to this Act,
which I have already stated beesme iaw on
the 26th of September lasi:

The opinion of the country would instantiy
approve of such a commissin It would mot
wish to sec lt empowered to make terme with
monopoly or ln any sort to assume control of
business, as If the Government made itsolf re-
sponsible. It demazids such a commission only-
as an Indispensable Instrument of Information
end publiclty, as a clearlng house for the facts
by which both the public mlnd and the managers
of great business undertaklngu should be guidcd,
and as an instrumentality ln adjusting the
rcmcdy to thc wrong in a way that wIll meet
ail the equities and circumatances of the case.

It wouid appear to une Irmm these tacts
that this is wbat ie needed. in Canada to
settie-mauy- disputes a3 they oeur between
capital and -labour, no One wiill deny that
there is prie cutting preferential contracts
on machinery used for enanufacturing pur-
poses or goods used in the manufacturing
process, black: liste, white Bos, -boycotts,
espionage, coercion and intimidation.
These evils have been before Congregs at
different tîmes, but apa.rt fromi references to
their characters as unfair practices, nothing
so far as 1 know, has been done. How-
ever the commission has power given te
tihis Act to gather and compile information
respecting erganization cdt business, con-
duct, praotices, and management of those
engaged in local or fo'reign commerce, in
aIl cases except banks or -railways. Aund
whiie it is au-thorized to investigate trade
conditions in foreiga countries there are
many other provisions made te provide, for
the complete carrying eout of the Act ini
question. Like the Railway Commission,
those who are appointed ishail have salaries,
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and a secretary, end other empîcyees wiil
be fappointed under the Dominion services.
In the United States where they have found
a Bureau of OorpoTations or the workings
oft the Sherman Act deficieut, and where,
after ail , monopoly has had f ull eway, this
law would take Ïts place giving teo
commission eufficient power te prescribe the
penalties wthich are given dcr the evile
dealt with. Tihe 'United States -have felt
perhaps more titan in Canada, the effect
ocd a great enany conspiracieil in the past
and te avoid thes thinga in the future, it
je te ie be ped that this Act will meet the
case for aIl parties and give a more chee-
dful aspect than it ever lbas before seen ini
days gone by.

In the World's Work, February nmber,
referring te thie Act, it practically assumes
that ail business is public 'for it gives the
commission power te investigate and regu-
late, whether it be publie or private. The
aim of the regulation and investigation je
to cee that competultion le fairly cai-ried on.
Therafore ail adtivities oit the commission
cati unquestionably faciiitate both and get
a more speedy decision in cases than oould
lie obtained otherwise in any other way.

While we have many Labour Acts on our
statute books designed te settle industrial
disputes, as for instance, the Lemieux Act
eud others, none of them etrike at the root
of the trouble as would be done by a
Dominion commission for very obvions
reasons.

1 hope therefore that the tilme je zicar
when sucli a commission will lie constituted
end appointed, end I arn sure it, will net
only 'meet the expettat4ona cf, the people,
but redound te the credit of the Govern-
ment, by whom such appointrnent ie mnade.

.Hon.. Mr. LOUGHEED-The legisiation
which has been referred te by suy bon.
friend. is quite new, and lias been only
recently passed in the 'United States. I
iuight say that such -a commission wiil 'ho
largely experimental, aud I have ne doubt
tihat we in Canada will watoh with very
considerable interest the operation oft this
experiment in the United States. Up to thbe
present time the acope of the work which
lias been out.lined for thie commission
bas largely, if net altiogether, been vested
in the Department of Trade and Commerce.
That departument lias very largely covered
thbe dutuies wbich apparéntly will be assigned
te the Federal Trade, Commission ini the
United States. I miglit eay te my hon.
friend that we are very much indebted to
himn for directing our attention te this vecry
important subjeet, and 1 shall be very glad


