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Members are likely aware of a recent report of the United
Nations which places Canada at the very top of the list in terms
of human development. The resuits were based on an assessment
of a number of elements within various countries. It is signifi-
cant to note that one of the main successes contributing to
Canada's number one ranking was our enviable rate of participa-
tion in education.

Canadians recognize the value of pursuing educational oppor-
tunities, value in ternis of personal growth and fulfilment and
also in preparing oneseif for the marketplacc. In view of the ever
changing nature of the marketplace, liowever, we cannot afford
to stand pat and be satisfied. We must continue to, invest in
C2anadians.

The bill wc are debating today will strengtlien and improve
our investment in the education and training of Canadians both
young and old.

[Translation]

This bill clearly does not infringe upon provincial and territo-
rial areas of jurisdiction when it cornes to education. It still
provides for an appropriate compensation for provinces and
territories that opt out of the Canada Student Financial Assis-
tance Program. and set up their own programs.

In this case, this is what Quebec and the Nortliwest Territories
have ciecided to do, and the opting out clause remnains an
essential part of the new act.

govemments play a role ini determining students' cli
assessing their financial needs.

Federal student aid is complemented by provincia
Provinces have encouraged thc federal govemmeri
involved in thc area of student assistance. The maxi
which a student can borrow will be increased by 5-ý
account for today's costs. This is a key compoi
reforms that will benefit thousands of students
August. Although the costs have increased over Uic
lias been a freeze on those aniounts. This is very muc
by Uic students as well as by the general public.

In developing these reforms through consutu
inces, students and interest groups, it becamne cl
longer meet Uic needs of ahl groups of students.'
for new instruments of assistance to maintai
reasonable levels and to help groups with spec
thc benefits of post-secondary education.

It is vital that Uic govemcent continues its ni
access to hi2her education and traininz and lie

Spccifically this includes students witli dis
students in particularly tiglit financial situ
certain fields of study at Uic doctoral level,
will face ver>' higli debt loads because of finm
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