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Mr. Paul Szabo (Mississauga South, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I
realize that private members’ hour is coming to an end, but I
want to take the opportunity to thank the member for Don Valley
North for raising his private member’s initiative.

Private members’ bills very rarely get selected to be votable
in the House and very rarely get passed. That does not mean they
are not important. They are extremely important. I assure all
members of the House and all the people of Don Valley North
that their member has worked extremely hard lobbying all
members of the House to support this important initiative.

I do not know anybody who does not like grandparents.
Everyone has stories. One of my grandfathers was a butcher and
the other was a carpenter. From one I learned how to do
carpentry work in my home along with other related home
improvements and from the other I learned about foods and
about eating. He had a grocery store as well. It was wonderful to
go there to see him work. He loved his grandchildren so much.
They are both gone now.
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The grandmothers, the matriarchs of all families, took care of
us and loved us as if they were our mothers. They took very good
care of us when we were young and learning. They were always
there when our parents had problems. They were always there to
provide the support and the love we all need. Obviously grand-
parents play a very special role in our lives.

I want the hon. member for Don Valley North to have a couple
of minutes for his final rebuttal, but I simply reiterate that he has
worked hard to bring recognition to an important aspect of our
lives, our grandparents. I congratulate him and all members of
the House who have taken the time to thank the member for
raising it and to make special mention of their grandparents.

The Deputy Speaker: The mover of the motion will speak
last and will have the right to close the debate.

Mr. Sarkis Assadourian (Don Valley North, Lib.): Mr.
Speaker, I thank all members who spoke in favour of the motion.
I notice that nobody spoke against it.

However I would like to set the record straight. The hon.
member for the Reform Party said that Liberal members did not
support the motion. The subcommittee on Private Members’
Business did not recognize the motion as being votable. Once
the subcommittee says no it is highly unlikely members of the
House will say yes because we respect the independence of the
subcommittee. On that subcommittee there are members of the
Reform Party, of the Bloc Quebecois and of the Liberal Party.

Adjournment Debate

Once again I thank all members who supported the motion. As
the expression goes, he who runs away may live to fight another
day. We will come back to the issue at some other time. We will
ensure we pass the motion with the support of all parties before
this Parliament is dissolved in 1997 or 1998. We will ensure that
the grandparents of the country have a day to celebrate.

The Deputy Speaker: The time provided for the consider-
ation of Private Members’ Business has now expired.

ADJOURNMENT PROCEEDINGS

[English]

A motion to adjourn the House under Standing Order 38
deemed to have been moved.

HEALTH

Mr. Svend J. Robinson (Burnaby—Kingsway, NDP): Mr.
Speaker, in the middle of March I asked a question of the
Minister of Health concerning the betrayal of budgetary prom-
ises for federal funding for the community action program for
children, or CAPC, a program for vulnerable and at risk chil-
dren. At the time I urged the minister to reconsider the drastic
cuts in funding for the program and pointed out to her that in
effect she and her government were cutting the deficit on the
backs of the poorest and most vulnerable children.

In response the Minister of Health stated that the budget did
not dramatically cut CAPC. She said that it reduced the actual
growth of the program.

I have a memo written by the regional director for health
promotion and social development in the British Columbia
region who confirmed that in fiscal year 1996-97 there will be
an approximate 30 per cent reduction to the original allocation
and the following fiscal year, 1997-98, will see an approximate
50 per cent reduction to the original allocation. If that is not a
dramatic cut in funding for programs for poor, at risk, and
vulnerable children, I do not know what is. It is a shameful
betrayal of the promises that were made. Certainly groups such
as the B.C. coalition for children and individuals who are
working with poor children share that sense of concern. Minister
Joy MacPhail with the B.C. government has spoken out strongly
against these cuts.
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It is very clear that these cuts are part of a broader agenda of
the government. We see it in Bill C-76, enormously destructive
legislation, which this government is now ramming through the
House without even allowing the public to have hearings across



