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also the use of armed forces, expeditionary or 
otherwise, I am for that. If a certain type of 
assistance would be most advantageous now, 
changing to a different type of assistance later, 
then I am for that. And if the assistance 
which can effect that which I believe to be so 
vital can best be given on the Atlantic, on 
the North Sea, on the fields of Europe, I am 
also for that.

It seems to me that Canada as a nation at 
this time might well pattern herself on the 
Canadian corps at the end of the last war. 
At that time the Canadian corps was one of 
the finest fighting units on the western front— 
well balanced, well organized, highly efficient, 
and splendidly led. This is what we require 
of Canada to-day : a nation in action, 
mobilized, well organized, highly efficient and 
splendidly led. We must make every effort 
to bring our whole capacity to bear in the 
struggle that is before us. How may this be 
done? I mention briefly some of the things 
which occur to me as being important.

First we must have the complete confidence 
and faith of the Canadian people. This confi­
dence and faith can best be secured by out­
standing service, outstanding sacrifice, out­
standing willingness to participate when and 
how one may, among the leaders in Canadian 
life. The first essential thing for securing that 
confidence is equality of sacrifice, and I break 
that into three headings. First, equality of 
sacrifice in a physical sense. The ultimate 
terror of war is death or mutilation on the 
battlefield. It is easy to send the young men 
of this land to the battlefield ; our only justifi­
cation for ever doing such a thing is that all 
able Canadian citizens shall be ready to share 
equally in that type of sacrifice. Next, equality 
in the form of financial contribution. For the 
present I do not intend to stress that, but I 
shall come back to it in a moment. If a man 
cannot give his physical service, his normal 
income should in an equal degree be available 
for the service of Canada. If the bodies of 
Canadian boys can be used for the defence of 
Canada for a pittance, it is only fair that where 
that form of service cannot be given the wealth 
of the individual non-combatant shall be used 
for an equivalent pittance.

Then apart from normal income I mention 
now a point that has been so often empha­
sized, namely, profiteering in war. I am not 
going to say more than this: the house knows, 
the government knows, that the mood of the 
Canadian people is such that they are deter­
mined that nobody shall be better off as a 
result of this war than he would be if no 
war had taken place. This result can be 
attained by different methods, and qualified

ing to dissolve parliament this summer. That 
wisdom is now, I think, obvious to all. I ex­
press my appreciation further of the many 
measures that have been quietly and effectively 
taken in connection with the present emer­
gency. In my own town the military have, 
assumed their duties quietly and efficiently. 
I appreciate also the various measures taken 
in the attempt to control prices from sky­
rocketing, and all that sort of thing.

May I express to the leader of the opposi­
tion (Mr. Manion) my appreciation of the 
understanding and restraint which he has 
shown in the past difficult months, and 
particularly in recent weeks, in allowing the 
government a free hand and giving his co­
operation in their endeavours. These same re­
marks I extend to the leaders of the other 
two groups in this house.

It would be idle for me to take up the time 
of the house in any effort to review the events 
that have been taking place in Europe or their 
significance to Canada. He who has eyes has 
seen or read, he who has ears has heard, and 
he who has understanding must realize their 
deep significance to this dominion. I suggest 
that never in all history have the democratic 
or liberty-loving countries engaged in a greater 
and more necessary effort to see to it that 
government of the people, by the people and 
for the people shall not perish from the earth.

We are confronted with a philosophy that 
knows nothing of the individual man but his 
obligation to obey, that knows nothing of the 
value of human individuality and human 
liberty, whose instruments are ruthless and un­
scrupulous force and violence, an utter negation 
of all the things we have been taught to value, 
of the philosophy, to which we hold, that has 
regard for human personality and human 
liberty, within and by which philosophy we 
shall yet achieve the splendid destiny that 
lies ahead of the Canadian people.

Believing this, Mr Speaker, to me this war 
is Canada’s war. To me the defeat of Britain 
is the defeat of Canada ; the defeat of France 
is the defeat of Canada. To me the death of 
every British, French or Polish soldier, sailor 
or aviator in resisting German force and 
violence at this time is a life given in the 
service of Canada.

To my mind the effective defence of Canada 
consists in the utilization of the organized and 
united power and strength of this dominion 
however, wherever, and whenever it can best 
be used to defeat Germany’s armed forces and 
to destroy the philosophy on which they are 
based. If the method of doing it involves 
primarily the utilization of our industrial and 
productive resources, then I am for that. If 
it involves partly the use of such forces and


