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may have huge books at the end of the year?
The goverfiment do nlot want peace, ordeT and
good goverfiment, but they do want rcam
upon reama of paper in the statute books.
With that burden on their backs tbey wilI
tell the people, "Here we are, with this great
legislation that will save you." Surely they
will neyer be bold enougli to tell the Canadian
people that the legislation passcd by this
government would save them. That would not
be true. "This is nlot the time to look to
the past," states the right hon, gentleman
opposite. "Lot us look to the future; lot us
look for spiritual -ý-alues; lot us look for wider
hope"ý-and still the people do flot laugli. I
oannot understand it. I do flot know why the
people take it seriously, because the govern-
ment is flot serious. Lt is election propaganda,
that is ail there is to it. I amn strongly opposed
to the policy of this goverament because up
to now every stop it has taken has been a
complete failure. The past is the best giiarantee
for the future, and judging by its past the
future of this goveroment is rather dark.

I have said enough for the moment, but I
shall have something further to say at a later
time. 1 say most earncstly, sir, that 1 cannot'
accept policies of this kind until they are
b-ased upon faets. The goverfiment have
ignored the facts purposely in order to leave
us in a false paradise. Lt is superfluous te
add that that is a great mistake. Sir, no per-
son iýs a botter friend of the labouring man
than the one who now addresseýs you. H1e lias
shown it on many occasions since ho has been
a member of this chambor, but ho refuses
categorically to let the labouring man lie de-
ceived by any false hopes, and it is for that
reason that upon this occasion he voices bis
strong objection to the resolution.

Mr. CHURCU: Mr. Cha'irman, I wisli to
say oniy a few words about this resolution.
The housing committee of which I was a
member avas appointed and during its sittings
examined witnesses from ail parts of Canada,
from Vancouver to Hlalifax, following w'hich
it madc its report. Lt is my view that we wvill
nýot get anywhere if w'e approacli the problem
from the standpoint of polities. llousing is
flot a political question; it is a business and
social problem. Owing to the scarcity of
houses in the larger cities and towns of Ca-
nada we have an emcrgcncy situation, and a
condition which bas both social and econeomic
si des. Carpenters, bricklayers, plasterers,
lathers and mechanirs of aIl kinds in our
larger cities are out of work and on the dole.
Fngland bas been the pioneer in housing. She
bas recovered faster than any other country
boca-use she bas had proper bousing facilities
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and insurance policies. In the British budget
presented this year £15,,000 is voted for
hioîsing. Over there they have liad different
types of housing schemes. In this eountry
whatever is donc I hope will be donc im-
mediately. At a meeting of the city councîl
in Toronto held a short time ago it was de-
cided to await the action of this parliament.

The resolution proposes the establishment of
a dominion housing commission, staff and of-
ficers, to be authorized to make agreements
on bousing with. and to, vote funds to munici-
palitýies or other bodies along the lines in-
dicated. In 1919, at a time when there was
acite unemployment in Canada, this parlia-
ment voted S25,O00,000 for housing, nearly al
of which was paid back. Out of the moneys
advaniced to munîcipalities and agencies the
goverfiment did flot lose hardly a dollar. I
trust any housing policy which may develop
will ho free from polities, and that it may
have some kick in it, and that lieuses will bie
built.

At its meeting held only a short time ago
the city coun-cil of Toronto proposed to take
advantage of the legisîstion passed by the
provincial legislature last sessioýn wberelay
municipalities miglit lend mo-ney to bouse
and property owners to make improvements.
Many people wbo own bouses canniot pay their
taxes, lot ahane do any renovating or im.prov-
ing. I hope that whatevcr is donc may bie
donc immediately so that city councils
throughout Canada wiIl know how much belp
they can get.

I ha.ve already refeTred to the provision
made in 1919. Lt is now proposed to establish
a housýing commission and a bousing policy
wherehy twenty per cent of the cost will bie
supplied by the government, and the balance
by mortgage companies and other builders. I
do flot know 1mGw that would wonk out in the
larger centres of population. I should like to
soc adopted a resolution sucli as 1 presented
on January 23 of this year, in whicb it was
proposed to sot up a national bousing, build-
ing and reconstruction policy for Canada,,
adapted to our circumstances, and get people
back to work and off the dole. No person
suggests we should go as far as England or
the United Sta-tes in this particuhar matter,
but we should accept a policy adapted to our
financial circumstanees, one which would take
the people in the larger centres off the dole,
and give them money in the form of work.
Undoubtedly unemploymnent is the great-est
problem witb whicb we are faced.

When the first meeting of the housing com-
mittee was liel-d away back last Fe4aruary I


