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formation that bas corne to hlm, that lie
believes sucb and sucb a tbing is true. It
Is entirely witbin bis own judgment as to
whether lie wiii go furtber, and as to how
lie will go. Now there is no use attemptiug
to, bluff down a newinember, and I arn glad
to know tbat my hon. friend bere bas not
been biuffed down by the Minister of Rail-
ways or by the Minister of Finance. The
Miaister of Railways intimated that my
lion. friend here lacked in modesty. Weil,
tbat is one thing that tbe Minister of Rail-
ways does not lack in. He certainly did
nlot lack in that admirable quality last vear
wben certain very important legisiation Was
going tbrougb intimately connected wltb
bis departmnent and wben ahl the King's
liorses and ail the Klng's men could flot
draw a word, on account of bis excessive
modesty, frorn my bion. friend tbe MiNlnister
of Itailways and CanaIs.

lMr. E.LERSON. Tliat is îny natural
reserve.

Mr. POSTER. If I beard rigbtiy, wbiat
My bon. friend froni Aigoma said was this
-the essence of it is certaliily known to ai

members of tbe Ilouse. The words thiat a
man uses sometimes. wlien lie is making a
statement. are niot just exactly w-bat lie
would bave liked themi to liave h;een. There
was a notable instance of that in the case
of an bion. gentlemanl wbo sits a little be-
hind niy lion. friend the M-Ninister of Rail-
ways and Canais the other day. ihat 0f ten
liappens ia tis Huse, but wbiat nîiy bon.
friend sai(l was tbat, according to tÈe best
Information lie liad, private parties liad in
tbeir possession p)lans of these terinlaIs,
and were using tbemn for their owni pur
poses.

Mr. FIELDING. And tbnat tbey received
them from the Railway Departilent.

Mr. FOSTER. No ; bie did liot say that
tbey received tbemn f rom tbe Railway De-
partaient. I do not tbink tînt will be sbown
by ' Hausard.' But see tbe statement made
by the bon. Minister of Raiiways and Can-
ais. It was that these tbings camle to blim
under seal, and tbat tbey were kept undei
îgeai.

Air. EMMERSON. No ; 1 clid not say
that.

Mr. POSTER. It w-ns Ibat tbey did nlot
come to bim under seal, but that lie !ille-
diately put them under seal.

Mr. EM3MERSON. That is it.

Mr. FOSTER. Very well; tlîey did flot
need at ail to bave bad tbe seal broken and
to bave been dîstributed by file bon. Min.
ister of Railways and Canais, or by bis
deputy, to be, seen by oflier servants in bis$
employ. Evidently tbe Men wbo prepared
the plans did not think tbey were of sucb a
nature tbat tbey biad f0 be tî-ansmitted undei
seal to the minister. They w-ere lu the
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course of transmission f0 tbe departillent,
nnd no one knows bow long tbey lay there
until tbey were taken by the hon. ministel
and put under seal. Tbe bion. minister lias
neot been over spry--on accouat of bis
modesty, I suppose-lu overtaking tbe de-
tails of bis departmneut, and fliese samne
plans baving been lying In lils departmneli
since July or August, I tbink lie said, any-
way for a good long wbille, and tbe lion.
minister bas done notbing at ail !l regard to
fbem yet. How long did tbey lie there
before tbe bon. minister got liold of them
anid put tbem under seal ? During thie
time of tbe transmission to tbe lion. minis-
ter tbey were not under seal, and tbey were
evidently not looked upon as information
that sbould necessarily be under seal, and it
w'as possible for tbis information to bave
gone out. After tbe plans came tbere, and
before tbey were put under seal, it was
possible for this information to, bave been
obtained. My bion. friend will agree witb
mie in tbat, and tbat is ail my bion. friend
from Algoma said-tbat ia soine way or
otber these plans got into the bauds 0f pri
vate parties. Then tbe bion. Miiiister ot
Rallways and Canais said: Oh, tbey are
secret ; tbey are not to be seen, and 1 have
put tbem under seal. And tben tbe state
ment was mnade tbat it miust bave been
flirougli the back door 0f tbe deparfment
fliat tbey came. But, as to the itter itself,
we will talte tbat Up wbeni we corne to dis-
cuss tbe wbole subject. It does seern to
me tbat there wili be a good grouud, flot a
parfy ground at ail, for lnquiring into tbis
matter, because we want to know wbiat ls
ftle best tbing f0 do.

Mr. EMMERSON. I aîn winiing to take
tbe matter Up again. After beariing tbe
pretty littie romance from the lion. mnember
for Nortb Toronto, 1 wish to, say that in
August, or last autumai, wben the tirst plans
were submnitted f0 the department, tbey
were sbown on a certain day; and on the
next morning, tbe very first morning tbere-
after, I was made acquainted witb the faci
by the Deputy Minîster of Railways and
Canais. Accoinpanying tbat information
was the request to, know wbetlier paities
could see fliese plans, and wbetber tbe pub-
lic, or anybody wbo cailed, would lie per-
mnitted t0 sec tbem. I stated no, most cer-
tainly îlot ; that tbey could îlot be consider-
ed as p)ublic property until tbey liad been
considered by tbe goverumenit, and that it
wouhd be wrong to bave tlîat information
go out from tbe departmnenf. I asked bixn
to, place tbe seal of sccrecy upon the plans,
and not permit anybody to sec tbem. 1
did not see tbem myseif. Now, since thea,
aîxd wltbin a few montbs or a few weeks,
other plans came iu, and I bave flic riglit
f0 assumle that tbe saine policy was pur-
sued lu respect to these. That 15 flic case
in a nutsll. I persoually bave not seen
tbein. I did not ask to, do so ; I wns not in
a position f0 do so ; I bave not doue .so,
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