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FIRST MEETING OF THE CANADA-ZIMBABWE

JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION

The Honourable Monique Landry, Minister of External
Relations and International Development, on behalf of the
Honourable John Crosbie, Minister of International Trade, led
the Canadian delegation for the inaugural meeting of the
Canada-Zimbabwe Joint Economic Commission which was held in
Ottawa, June 27-28, 1989 .

The Joint Economic Commission was created with the
signing last December in Harare of an Agreement on Economic and
Technical Cooperation between Canada and Zimbabwe . The decision
to pursue a bilateral agreement arose out of discussions between
Prime Minister Brian Mulroney and President Robert Mugabe during
Mr . Mulroney's visit to Harare in January 1987 .

"This first meeting of the Canada-Zimbabwe Joint
Economic Commission offered us an opportunity to review our
commercial and economic relations and to identify ways and mean s
of broadening and intensifying them",commented Madame Landry .

At present, Canada-Zimbabwe trade exchanges remain
limited. Canada's exports have averaged $11 million in the past
four years and consisted mainly of wheat, plastic material,
construction machinery and equipment, telecommunications
equipment and drilling equipment . Zimbabwe exports to Canada
have steadily increased in the past four years from $5 million
in 1985 to $14 million last year . Sugar, tobacco, coffee,
ferrochrome and granite are the major export items with smaller
quantities of footwear and clothing .
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