highest priority. Moving to lower levels of arms while
preserving the stability of the balance at sach succesgive
stage of reduction is the only practical way to make
progress. Thus we give our full support to the bilateral
negotiations between the United States and the Soviet Union
now taking place in Geneva. The sumnmit meeting between
President Reagan and General Secretary Gorbachev, in 5% days®
time, provides an opportunity to chart a new course for the
future, leading to practical steps to unlock the digsarmament
irpasse. : :

j 8econd, for Canada, the achievement of a
Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty continues to be a fundamental
and abiding objective. Our aim is to stop all nuclear testing.

"Third, the early conclusion of a Chemicai Weapons
Treaty is now within reach in the Conference on Disarmament.

Fourth, the prevention of an arms race in outer gpace
is now on the world agenda.

Thus, we know where we are going in arms control and
disarmament measures. The Final Document of the First Special
Session on Disarmament in 1978 should continue to be our
guide. The remarkable consensus achieved by the world
comnunity on that occasion must again be renewed as we look
towards the Third Special Session on Disarmamant.

The successful review of the Non-Proliferation
Treaty, which concluded last Saturday in Geneva, was a
significant step forward. Por, by consensug, the sgtates
attending the review reaffirmed the viability and vitality of
this 130-nation treaty that Prevents the spread of nuclear
weapons while agsuring the international comnunity at large of
the benefits of nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. The
international cooperation that characterized the NPT Review
shows that the nrultilateral process can and does contribute to
strengthened world security, :

Canada will continue to play an active role in all
the multilateral forums and to strengthen our contribution to
confidence-building. 1In this respect, Canada has devised a
Programne of Action for the latter half of thig Disarmament
Decade. 1In thisg Programme, we will step up our work in
improving the verification process, so necessary to ensucring
compliance with negotiated treaties.

To advance work on the verification of a
Conprehensive Test Ban Treaty, we will upgrade our analytical
capability in seismic research. We will improve our large
saigsmic facility in the Canadian North, We will expand the
abllity to differentiate between amall earthquakes and
underground nuclear tests.




