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Statesy which to a more renoie country might be of little concerng affect -
us most intimatelye The rapid - cenoval last year of nearly all price eontrol;
was a case in pointy for we are currently buying threemguarters of our iriem -
‘ports from the United Statese The extent of income tax reductions i the
legislation recently cdopted by Congress is anothery as the Minister of -
Finance recently pointed oute In the traditional field of diplomacye it is
irportant in Otta.a to have accurate inside information on the main developw
memts in the relations between the United States and other countriesy
especially in these days of great power politicse - | o s :

In keevning oncYs government informed ou matters such as these it
is not enough to follow the press and Yo read official documentses Collecw
tively, the members of the Embassy rmst have a very wide acquaintance with
governnent officialsy politiciansg merbers o other diplomatic missionsg
particularly those of British Componwealth countricse the prass and the
publice They rust be able to assess wisely the information and copinions they
receivey to checlk tham azainst other sources, and to forccast with good
judgment the likely course of future developrentse They cannot isolate
themselves in their offices =nd do their work from studying paperse .

This duty of collecting and sifting information useful to the
Canadian Governmenty while it is the most timesmconsuning task of any dipe
lomatic mission, is not its most irportant once Coupled with it is the
responsibility for seeingy OT attempting to scey that the franers of policy
in the country conccrned do not teke decisions touching Canadian interests
~ except with knowledge of what these interesis arce Ly friend the United
" States Avbassador in Cttawa shares with me tae task of seeing that this is
done, just as I share with hin <he task of advising the Cancdian Government
of the irportance to the United States of acts of the Canadian Governmente

This also is a Cuvty viaich invelvos a wide ranis of personal contactse
It merges with the esponsibilivy for corducting necotiatiorse a very
irportant mettory wiich is viat Giplomats are popuurly supposcd to do when
they are not attezding social functionse Tne ranse of mnegotiution between
Cancda and the United States is very wilee It covers rany subjects from
the trivial tc the highly irportante We mayy for exroagley one day wish to
enlist the susport of the Secretary of State for securing the effective
participation of Canada in tac frenming of the Gerran settlenente lie may alst,
on the sare day, be discussing sone technical poinvs apout the ailocation
of a shortwecve radic fre vuncy or the extradivien of a cririnel or the
interpretation of a custous resulatione :

T.e bull of the busi: ess of negotivtion is transacted with the _
Deparinment of Statey but it is necessary also to maintain contact wity all,
or nearly all, the ovher depariicnts and aencics of sovernnente DBecuuse
the relations between our countriss arc in general haricniousy vie do not
have drartic arguments and protestsg such as sre not infrecuently reported
from cerbtain foreisn cunitulse I con testify from long experierce that
Canadian repreccntatiors arc covdially rcceived in tie State Depurtmenty
even if they are not always ccted upony and that an eusy atmosphere of
jrforrality surrounds our ncjobiations on both vital and trivial ratterse

Another asnect of the worl: of a Cancdian Lnbassy is to assist in
smreading accurcte and useful ~ublic informution about Canadae I@zrlyy
everv covernnent has greztly cpanded its puvlicity atroad during the last
few yoarse I think it s2fe to say trat nome of them is satisfied with the
methods developely O T .sults attainedy in building up official information
gervicese It is widely recosnized that sounip such service is desirable, ever
necessary, but nobody has found ti.e answer to tue cuestion of cxactly how it
car best be donce e hive 2 rodcst special staff enraed in the disseminati:
of i-formction in .ushii ton aund ilew York, the main functions of which are
to ansuer incuirics, to assisct Anericin writers who wish ® write about '
Canadian effzirs, to distribute literuture of vurious soris, and to follow
ratters rclatins to Canada which appear in the press and periodicalse

Sorietimes when a Canadian visitirng the United S4 v g enco Lers
an Arerican with stranse belicfsy such as th:.t Canzdiwns ave twied fronm
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