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On the 15' of October, 1999, Cuba and Eastern Europe experts met in Ottawa to reflect on the

10' vear anniversary of thefall of the Berlin Wall. Thefocus of the discussion was the lessons of
the decade-long transformation in Eastern Europe for a potential post-communist Cuba. The

roundtable was organised by the Centre for Foreign Policy Development.

1. Transition Theor:y

Can the experiences of Eastern Europe in transformation from Communism to a market-
based economy and Western style democracy relate to a potential post-communist future in
Cuba? Are there grounds for comparison? Does a framework for analysing transitions exist? The
msin theme; within such a framework could include issues related to transition to democracy and


