
The Questions in Context, Econoiis and Security

Canadian trade ministers (as they are paid to do) zealously beat the drum for

business. "The Asia-Pacific region is a giant that bas stirred," is how one minister put it

recently. "Listen to the statistics: by the year 2000, the region wiIl account for 60 per cent

of the world's population, 50 per cent of the world's GDP and 40 per cent of global

consupin By 2020, seven of the top 10 economies in the world will bc in Asia-

Pacific.. No company anid certainly no> nation can afford to absent themnselves from

thi grc nw eonoic owehoue.7 Since 198î, in fact, Canada bas donc more two-

way trade acosthe Pacific every year than across the Atlantic. After the United States,

*five of Caaas nex 10 biggs rd partners are Asian (Jajýn, Ch~ina, South Korea,

Hong Kong and Taiwvan).

That is ntto say hwever, tbat Cndasown any ietabl ha of the


