
Roundtable on a Canadian Initiative to deal with SmalI Arms

Canadian government departments, NGOs and international experts met on November 18, 1997
to discuss sinail ai-ms questions and problems. lI summary, participants feit that current
proposais for dealing with the control of small arms are ineffective or very liniited in scope.
To overcome these limitations and offer a more comprehensive response, it was feit that a
Canadian initiative could be comprised of the following lcey elements: "coordination" of the
diverse initiatives already undertaken; coalition-building among states, civil societies, NGOs,
IGOs; noi-m-building through the stigmatisation of small armis; and a development component.

Reaction to Policy Options ini Circulation

Some participants in the roundtable expressed their concerns about various policy options being
considered to one degi-ce or another by Canadian and other initiatives. There was strong concern
with a treaty as the end-goal of a new initiative since signatories are automatically limited to
states - non-state actors, who play a prominent i-oie in the small ai-ms issue and any possible
initiatives, are excluded.

It was also felt that codes of conduct would be problematic and lilcely ineffective given that
again, they rely on the capacity of states to ensui-e compliance with the codes. Many of the states
experiencing the negative consequences of small amis lack the capacity to implement the codes.

There was also some opposition to a small arms Dolicy that focuses on suvpply and demand.


