
to encourage conswners to boycott produets and services emnanating from repressive regimes;

campaigns to force universities, pension funds, and large investors to di vest themselves Of stocks

in companies operating in areas such as South Africa and Sudan; targeting corporate offices and

engaging them ini discussions about human rights; lobbying governmefltS to influence the

behaviour of MNCs; and the use of proxy resolutions, as a legal means by which institutiorial and

individual investors mnay submit proposais to corporations on issues that speak to the iminediate

iuterests of the corporation.27 The efforts of non-govemmental organizations have limited

success in pressuring multinationals to disengage in activities that protract an existing conflict

and human rights situation. Realistically international business enterpri ses will not lead the way

in humanitarian action. Yet as one of the most powerful actors in the global economny, non-

governmental organizations cannot successfully pursue their hurnanitari an objectives without the

cooperation of multinationals.
For reasons discussed earlier: the changing nature of conflicts, the increasing power of

multinational corporations, mnternationalizatiofl of human rights issues, and the emergence of a

global civil society, have made it increasingly important for multinational corporations to

consider humanitarian action witbin the interests of their business. While the burden of solviiig

conflicts and ending human rights atrocities should not rf st on the shoulders of MNCs,

multinationals should be mindful of their actions. One area of enhancing multinationlal%5

hurnanitarian action is through the monitoring of human rights abuses in cooperation with non-

governmental organizations and govemrments.28 MNCs need to look beyond the confines of their

compound and acknowledge that human rights violations have occurred in the regime where they

are operating, and their actions may have the potential of exacerbating existing tensions. As the

eyes and cars into conflict, multinationals can provide valuable information regarding

compliance with international human rights and humnanitarian law. This information can be used

by non-governmental organizations in pursuing their broader humnanitarian mandates, as well as
-.t~ ~+riiiai.it1,prtA %re liinits to the extent of


