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GENERAL

Canada entered the war on September 10,, 1939. Although at that tîme she, vas

a relatively weak military power, she has in the ensuing twenty months built up a

'war machine whose actual and potential strength is. very considerable. In the

yearB 1936-39 steps, were taken to modernize and expand the Canadian armed forces

and tO PrePare measures for the defence of Canadian territory. The 1939 estimatea

Prov'd*d about $64500,000 for the three services., by far the largest aux ever prc>-

Vided in Canada for defence in time of peace, but the steps whieh were taken dur-

'ng th18 pre-war period were necessarily lixited by a peace-time budget. Canada

entered the war with armed forces whose size was insignificant in comparison vith

th"'e Of European nations., and her industrial plant was aperating almost entirely

on a peace-time basis.

During the past twenty monthe Canada has steadily diverted more and more or

her rIBBOureeei both huun and material into an all-out war effort. The 1941 es-

t'm"'DO PrOvide a lainimm of $1,45CtOOOOOD for war; a quarter million Canadiens

a"e 618rVing in the armed forces; and the indii jaleapacity of the country bas been

turned Over to an unpreoedented extent to var production.


