£ V. TRADE

A. Protactianism and Frea Trade

-t

Most of the upscala participants were familiar with the terms protectionism and free
trade, while it appeared only a few in sach of the ganeral public groups were abfe 1o
dafina thesa terms. Free trade was described as the sbility to trade products with other
countrigs without the imposition of tariffs ‘and quotas. Protectipnism was defined as the
use of tariffs and quotas in order {o protect your own countries’ industries fram

competition.

Seyond the ability to define the terms, however, participants ware extremely (imited in
their understanding of how thase issues are developing at present. Most of the general
public participants ware not sure whether Canadar maintains greatar protecrionist barriaers
than tha 1.5, some felt the barriers were egual hetwean the two countrigs and.man‘;’
. balieved that the U.5, impose greater protectionist barriers, Among the upscam
panicipants it w;s denarally recognized that Canada has greatar protecrinnist harriers,

based on iheir perception that without thesa we would not be able to compets swith the LS.

Almaost none of the genaral public participants hag an opinion cn whether grotectiomim ~as
increasing or decreasing in the .S, Among the upscaie participants thers 'was some feal-
ing that certain industries in the U5, were -more in favour of pretectionism than others

and fad bean putting pressure on the L5, governmert in tnis regard, a.g., steel industry.
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