Canada: Disarmament and Arms Control
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In a speech to the Second Un1ted Natlons Spec1al

Session on D1sarmament on June 18 1983 Prlme Mlnlster
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P.E. Trudeau out11ned Canadlan pollcy on d1sarmament and

arms control. He explalned that the pollcy had two

elements: the "strategy of suffocatlon" and negotlatlons
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to produce a stable nuclear balance at 1ower 1eve1s.
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.The "strategy of suffocatlon 1ncludes a compre-
hens1ve test ban, a halt to the fllght testlng of all new

strateglc dellvery vehlcles, a cessatlon of the productlon

of flsslonable mater1a1 for weapons purposes, and a 11m1-

tatlon, and eventual reductlon, of m111tary spendlng for

new strateglc weapons systems. The Prlme M1n1ster‘ o
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empha51zed that a comblnatlon of these elements would
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prov1de a more coherent, eff1c1ent and promlslng 1nstrument

for curb1ng the nuclear arms race. In hls speech in New

ork the Prlme Mlnlster p01nted out that thls strategy

could not be applled unllaterally. It would requlre

negotlated agreements between the nuclear powers.

Canada s pollcy on dlsarmament and arms control
has two complementary components. the suffocatxon‘strategy
whlch seeks through negotlated agreement betweenqthe o
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nuclear powers to 1nh1b1t the development of new weapons

systems, and a negotiating approach aimed at qualltatlve
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