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Likewise, the verification measures differed only slightly from the
Alliance’s proposal. NATO had raised for further study the possibility of “tagging”
combat aircraft and combat helicopters. For its part, the WTO called for treaty-
limited aircraft to be placed in the open upon request for inspection. Furthermore,
inspection teams would have the right of free access to aircraft and their weapon
systems at inspected airfields. In addition, the WTO reintroduced the idea of
entry/exit points established along and inside the area of application. Finally,
provision was made for verifying temporary breaches of the limits due to routine
replacement and other reasons.

As the fourth round of the CFE negotiations opened on 9 November,
verification was one of the items receiving highest priority for discussion.
Although many technical details of the regime had yet to be determined, the pros-
pects for success seemed promising. As demonstrated in their respective working
papers, the two alliances agreed in principle on many issues. This common
ground should serve as the basis for continued progress toward an effective
CEE verification regime.
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