h pAéE_13;
been zof' interest to >the Department in  the past.
Similarily, a 1look at the iist of subjects covered (in
terms of - meetings and &eiegations) by a hhltilatéral
mission such as Geneva.during even a few months  is_also
‘instructive in this regard.- | “ |

Building a déta pase of ﬁhis-natufe'is; ofAnecessity,v
a long term project. This‘ fact in itself ‘makes it
difficult to identify a very limited range of subjects.
‘that will ﬁeéessarily.be of priority interest in even a '
- few years, let alone a décade in' the future. A broader‘
"net" has a better . potential for"includiﬁg a span of
covéragg of'issuesbor subjects of futufe interést.‘SeVeral
officers said that they felt that the system might be of
patticular usé'in prdviding'informaﬁion on new iséues, thé
exisfence .ofbwhich .might be: difficult to foteéést' in
aanncé. These considerations°make. ﬁhe development of
specific subject parameters diffichltr |

In additioﬁ, as éan be'seéh ffom the "narrow" ‘list of
subjects above, sohe definitiqn of just'what.'is*included
'under' the -rubric. "the.’fo:eign._policy'b andr ekternal
relétions of Canada" 1is clearly reguired. Failure to
develop this clear definitibnb.would; result ~ in the

development of a system that is basically without limits.

(2) Chronological span:  ideally, the greater the:
span 0of coverage for inclusion of material in the datsa

base the greater tha potential value of the file. In the

Pl

retrieval process it is simple task to select itenms only

i

from the time period vou wish to cover thus making it



