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progress, the efforts to come to grips with evaluation of international
performance. If the Council is to develop its role in this area - and
we suggest that it be looked at as the major role - we should be clear
about what we mean by the word “co-ordination".

Co-ordinatian is often seen as nothing more than a restraining
function, the weeding out of marginal projects, the imposition of rules and
procedures, the settling of jurisdictional disputes - in short, what might
be called administrative co-ordination. Restraint from the centre undoubted!y
has its part to play. Only at the centre, after all, is it possible to haV®
some notion of the competing claims on resources. The limits of fundss,
personnel and even time available alone require someone, somewhere, to be in .
a position to reconcile these competing claims. We have all accepted this
principle in our national governments; it lies at the very heart of planning
and is the motive force behind the use of priorities. I do not think any ©
us would deny the same need for United Nations machinery. '

But there is another, more vital, aspect to co-ordination - the
appraisal of existing United Nations efforts with a view to identifying 9’3”
shifting emphasis and indicating new directions. In this sense, ECOSOC has
a responsibility to serve as a focus for the thinking of the United Nation$
on the general questions which development poses and the policies which
development demands. This aspect of co-ordination can go still further.
The Council could be not only a facus for international thinking but a ¥
catalyst for international action where such action is required. In almos?
every case, that action will be put in train by some other body within the
United Nations, a body specifically established ang equipped to do the jobs
but the Council has a role to play in Providing the stimulus. g
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