to continue to accept refugees fleeing the
brutality in their own lands. Asylum coun-
tries must be assured that resettlement
places are available in other parts of the
world. Recognizing that such assurance is
necessary, two days ago my government
announced that it will acceptup to 50,000
Indochinese from this year to the end of
1980. This means, in effect, that the coun-
tries of first asylum can count on Canada
to accept up to 3,000 refugees a month.
With this commitment we are trebling
the rate of acceptance of these unfortun-
ate people. We challenge other countries
to follow this lead.

Delegates might be interested to know
that the program we have introduced to
fulfil this commitment is one of partner-
ship between the Canadian Government
and private citizens and organizations.
The Government of Canada will sponsor
one refugee for each refugee receiving pri-
vate sponsorship. The response of our
people has been immediate, and it has
been strong. I have no doubt that we shal’
reach our objective.

The role of our provincial governments
cannot be overlooked. It is they who pro-
vide many of the services on which refu-
gees must rely during the resettlement
period. We have consulted with them
closely, and they have greeted our propo-
sals with encouragement and support.

..It is through resettlement that Can-
ada can make its major contribution to
relief of the disaster in Southeast Asia.
But we also recognize that contributions
must be made to the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees’ Indochina
program.

At this point, Canada wants to pay tri-
bute to the High Commissioner for Refu-
gees and his staff for the compassionate
assistance they have been giving to the
victims. We have great admiration for the
devotion his organization has shown
while working in the most trying circum-
stances. Without the protection and care
that his people have provided, and with-
out the arrangements they have made to
resettle refugees, the misery would be
both greater and more prolonged. We
assure him of Canada’s full support for
his efforts.

In the past, we have made substantial
financial contributions to the High Com-
missioner’s efforts. Last December Can-
ada doubled its annual contribution to $2
million. In April, a special $700,000 con-
tribution was made to the Indochina pro-
gram. I am pleased to be able to announce
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Canada Mortgage and Housing Cor-
poration (CMHC) will make about
3,000 housing units available to
Southeast Asian refugees and their
families, Elmer MacKay, Minister re-
sponsible for CMHC, has announced.

The housing units, which are of all
types: high-rise, single detached and
row, will be available at cost to spon-
soring groups to provide temporary
shelter for the refugees.

All the houses are either owned or
administered by CMHC. In the Mont-
real area, there are 600 units in
Montreal itself, 250 in Longueuil,
and 150 in Laval. In the National
Capital area, there are 60 units in
Aylmer, Quebec, and another 40 in
Gatineau, Quebec. In southern Ont-
ario, there are 300 units in Toronto,
500 in Mississauga, 200 in Oshawa and
300 in Hamilton. Another 100 units
are located in Vancouver and the re-
maining houses are scattered across
the country in 18 communities.

The units are to be made available
on an equal basis to both privately-
sponsored refugees and those being
supported by the Federal Govern-
ment.

today that my government is making a
further half million dollar contribution to
this program. We recognize the need; we
know the program; we are pleased the
money will be so well spent.

By outlining the actions the Canadian
Government and the Canadian people
are taking, I hope...that I have established
the seriousness with which my country
views the current situation. We are pre-
pared, we are willing — and indeed
anxious — to make our best effort to alle-
viate the suffering inflicted on so many
people by the actions of their own gov-
ernments. We urge other countries to find
the humanity in the souls of their nations
to make similar efforts.

But alleviating the suffering is not solv-
ing the problem. To lower the fever is not
to eradicate the infection. It is the cause
of the problem we must address. We must
identify the reason for this crisis and deal
with it.

It is agreed that we are here to treat
the crisis from a humanitarian point of
view. But let us be clear about the mean-
ing of humanitarian. One cannot arbi-
trarily separate out aspects of the prob-
lem such as first asylum’or resettlement
and term them humanitarian, and then

dismiss the root causes of the exodus as
political. It is no less political to urge
countries to maintain a generous first
asylum policy, or to provide financing for
the care of refugees, than it is to urge the
countries of exodus to abandon the poli-
cies causing the outflow and the practices
that abet it. It is no less humanitarian to
demand, as Canada does, that they deal
with their citizens without discrimination
and in a humane manner. It is our
humanity that cries out for an end to this
flagrant, this continuing, this outrageous
violation of human rights.

..We have examined with care the
High Commissioner’s Note of July 9 and
find ourselves in broad agreement with
his analysis of the situation and with his
suggested plan of action. We believe it is
particularly important to emphasize the
inter-related nature of steps to be taken.
One aspect of the solution cannot be
separated from the other. The plan will
be ineffectual if the countries of exodus:
Viet-Nam, Kampuchea and Laos, do not
accept their responsibilities. The interna-
tional community holds them responsible
for the fate of all their citizens. Certainly
their citizens must be able to exercise the
fundamental human right to leave their
homeland if they so wish. Canada has re-
peatedly stressed the obligation of all
countries to honour this basic right.

But the governments of the exodus
have the paramount responsibility to en-
sure that departures of their citizens take
place in a safe and orderly manner, and
without threat or penalty of any kind.
The international community rejects as
an unconscionable violation of human
rights the attempt to expel or otherwise
eliminate any ethnic community or any
socio-economic group. Only if the coun-
tries of origin respond to these humane
and just demands will it be possible for
the problem to be solved rather than the
symptoms merely alleviated. This must be
fully emphasized in the summing up of
our meeting.

Parliament to sit in October

Parliament will be convened October 9,
House Leader Walter Baker has announ-
ced. Governor-General Edward Schreyer
will open the first session of the thirty-
first Parliament with the Speech from the
Throne. The last Parliament ended March
26, when former prime minister Pierre
Trudeau called a general election.




