
EDUCATIONAL REVIEW 1

TEACHERSe INSTITUTES.
The Teachers' Institute for St. John City and County

hcld its opening session in the St. John High School on
Thursday morning, December 18. The President, In-
spector W. M. McLean, in his opening address touched on
several important subjects that are much discuused at the
present time, among them, technical training, the school
as a social centre, the introduction of kindergartens, man-
ual training, domestic science and nature study in the
rural schools.. He gave some practical suggestions for
better teaching of history and civice, and especially
plcadcd for more interest in Canadian history, for a clear
presentation of our systemn of goverfiment, beginning with
the- government of the district and going on to the govern-
nment of the empire. Speaking of different new movements
in education, particularly of the use of echool buildings as
social centres, he deprecated the placing of heavier burdens
on the teachers. Practical teachers of experience, he said,
should be consulted in regard to educational reforme.

Mr. M. D. Brown, Principal of Dufferin School, gave a
practical and interesting talk on Writing. This address
was full of valuable instruction and drew forth a good
discussion, in which Principal Nelson, Mms Lawrence, Miss
Doberty, and others took part.

On Thursday afternoon Dr. Carter, Chief Superintendent
of Education, speaking of educational matters ini New
Brunswick, said that the position of the provinces as
regards illiteracy was unfairly stated in the Dominion
Government statistics. These figures give New Brunswick
tbe highest percentage of illiterates, and Dr. Carter showed,
that while the figures wcre correct, the statement was mis-
leading. "The key to the whole matter,". said the Chief
Superintendent, "is that while in New Brunswick children
begin school at the age of six, inalal the other provinces
they enter at the age of five. So children under six in
New Brunswick would be classified as illit.erates." He
stated that the percentage of children attending in Grade
VIII of the'New Brunswick achools was as great as in any
of the, other provinces

Miss jessie Milligan read a paper on Composition in the
Primary Grades. She advised the telling - f atonies to
childrea, and suggested that the children should study
pictures and be taught to tell stories. froua them. Prin-
cipal W. H. Parlee, in hie paper on Advanced Composition,
dwelt on the a rrangement of sentences, punctuation aad
paragraphing. Miss Gertrude Webb foilowed' with a
paper on Arithmetic, in which she atrongly advised that
the pupils be made to explain orally'évery statement made
in solving probieme. This paper was diucuu.ed, by W. J. S.
Myles, Principal.of the High School, and J. FrankOw#as,
Princi pal of St. Patrick's Schoool.'

Miss Tiley McClelland read an instructive paper, on
Drawing, She advocated a definite plan of drawing for
each school, to take up about twenty minutes every day;
drawiag from common objects rather than front copie$;
and the hanging of good pictu1res ia the eshool room. Dr.
Carter conmmended Miss McClelIand's p4per, and urged
the importance of acquiring a ukill in drawingaafoa-
tion for industrial work. Mr. M. D. Brown,.Miss Barlow,
and Mr. Dykemaa took part in the discussion .fdlowlng
this paper.
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