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,Why r'ot have a school garder' this year? It

will furrish pleasant variety for you li your school

work, give a r'ew poinit of interest for the childrer'

and be a great aid li the nature work.

Select a site for the garder' near ta the school-

house, and where the childrer' will pass it as they

corne ta and go f rom schoal. If r'o suitable lar'd

can be, had on the school groumd, ask a r'eighbor

whose -land adjinis for a small piece. Have it

situated conver'iefltly for the school, under -the eye

of the teacher and pupils, so that it will seemn a part
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of thc school. An arrangemienit co)uld be mnade with

the r'eighbor by which he would receive hie "shares"

of the praduct of the garder' On codtnofooig

after it during the surnInier vacation. -

The garder' Way be as sixiall as two square rods,

or as large as a quarter of an acre. Twelve feet

by thirty-sixC is thc size reconnended for the schoalS

of thc state of Illinois by Prafessor Blair, Of thc

State Agricultural College. Qfter' the smiall gar-

der' is more satisfactal7 than the large aone, as it

is maore easily atter'ded and furnishes quite enough

material for the average counltry school.

It is better ta have the ground piowed lin the fali,

but a good garden nayofe'bha angud

nacle ready, in th e ring. I{aving selected a site,

get a r'eighbor ta, plow it for you, or if the garder'

is sm'all, have the boys spade it. lI the latter case,

better ta dig or'ly the beds and leave the wa:ks
en. Have the ground well rnured, if pos-

e, as this not only supplies Plant food, but

nus, which holds the moisture ini a dry time.

nanure cannot be obtained, commnercial fertlizer

hardwood ashes may be substituted.

Jr'less the school ground is cr'closed, the garder'

)uld be fer'ced ta protect it f rom wanderingStOCk,

ich might i a short tinme destroy the work cf

seasar'.
The garder' may be laid out li rows, of plots.

it is small, planting jr' rows is preferable, as it

on'OnlUZe8 space. If there is pler'tY Of rom, plots

ur feet by eight feet, or larger,,might be used
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with walks three feet wide betwceen. It is advis-

able ta havt a carefully drawll plan of the gardein

before begininfg ta plant. Let each pupil s bmit

a plan of his plot ta the teachel' for approval bef arc

work in the garder' begins. Ther' cach ane will

kr'ow what he is ta plant, and where he is ta Pluti

it whcr' he goe ta te garder' ta work. Ths

avoids confusion, and the drawiflg of the Plan -fur-

nàhes a good exercise ir athefflatical drawnfg.ý

One of the obstacles li the succcssful workiflg

of a school garden is the shortfless of the grawillg

season durir'g which school is li session'. Wher'

the garder'- is r'icely started, the surntner hélidaYs

corne and no more school work caxi be donc with

the plants of the garder' uxitil late ir' August. Or'

this account it is well ta choose largely seeds which

car' be planted as somr as the ground car' be worked
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