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NCIENCE AaND THE COLLEGES,

I i certain that T voice the sentiment of most of the
collese <cientific teachers who have thought upon the
subject, when I say that the priime need in education
todav, is some change in the college entrance subjects
which have <o long served as standards.  The world has
heen progressing, and even the college, one of the slowest
of institutions to depart from tradition and precedent,
is heginning to take cognizance of this.  Natural science
instruction 15 demanded by the people who support the
schools, and so far the colleges have retarded the proper
fulfilment of this demand by so occupying the time of
the student with other subjects, that natural science has
heen possible only in very small doses.  The attempt
has bheen made to supply the demand for information,
but in most cases there has been little more.  The science
teacher of the colleae also needs and asks for more
adequate science in the secondary schools.  Formy own
part I am obliged every year to teach college students
the simplest habits of obscervation, which might better
have been learned in the kindergarten.  To turn a boy
out into the world trained in Latin, Greek, and mathe-
matics, and yvet unable to use his own eves or think with
his own brain, is not treating him fairly. He is very
poorly prepared to compete with the keen, shrewd
intellect of some business man whose hovhood days were
spent not in school, but in gaining a mental training
from.rmature on a farm, or from men in that great
heartless school of affairs.  To me it seems that parents
ave demanding a knowledge of science: the pupil,
whatever his chosen vocation, needs the training, and
the college science teacher needs to have his students
come to him. with a better prelimnary training. Pro-

rsxor Ralph S. Torr, of Cornell.

+« Tue Boys' BRrRIGADES.

The vstahlishment{uf Boys' Bricades is commendable
for more than one reason. A couple of weeks of camp
life under the supervision of men of good moral discipline
is an excellent drilling for the boys. and it affords the
verv diversion and novelty that most vouths crave for
during their school holidays. The formation of these
brigades should be generally encouraged. The military
drilling that the boys receive will stand them in good
<tead when, later on, they join the vegular militia.
Even should they never attach themselves to the militia
the experience gained while in camp will make them
better men and give them an early impression of the
We believe in the theovy of the
Germans, that every vouth shouald be trained to take
part in the defence of his country.  The time may
come when their services will be called into requisition.
The Germans, however, go to one extreme and we go to
the other.  Their system 1s compulsory and thorough.
Ours is voluntary and more or less indifferent. A good
military education and the inculeation of strict discipline
“the rising yvouth is as essential for the develop-
useful citizens as attendance at the public
There is no 1eason why boyvs cannot learn to
walk in step and ¢o through ordinary military man-
Ive vears of age as well as at twenty. By
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