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at home atid abroaci, found, focusseci, andi pictured by the newspaper telescope

anti caniera, trinîcd, labelled, and mnotnted, colunin aftet cohwnmn, page after

page lie freshi before bimi. Even the more important ones have been analyzed

and opinions expressed uipon theni. The reader hias naught to do bint reati and

absorb.

Unfortunately, too often, lie does sinmply absorb, and ini this fact lies the

journalist's opportunity aucd bis danger. He can suipply a paper whcre the

Comment is saiie and imotierate, ai-d wlbcre the news is given position and s1)acc

accortling to its real value, or bie cati supplv the 3-eiiox shecet, wliere editorials,

scare-lieads and sensational traslî are ail întended to startie.

The evolution of jounalismn woild niake an intereslîng study. Froni the

nicre registrar of public opinion, a sort of weatlîer vane, as it were,

the press lias becomie its creator andtimoulder. Public opinion, in

f act, lias becomie niewspaper opinion. The seed is sown iii thC

editoriais, and the lîarvest gathered tip iii the news cdiumnns, in letters to

the etlitor, iii reports of public meetings, iii votes and plebiscites. Where the

etlitor gets lis seetîs, bis ideas, thougb of first importance to himnself, is fromn

tbe pub-lic point of view, a miatter of lesser consequenice. 11ie miay originate

them. Ile miay borrow~ tlîem. I-e is often accused of stealing thei. The

tbing of importance is tlîat lie scatters tbem abroad and that his readers gather

theni uip. iiith odnis
Tlîus lias the press becoine the nmodern deîîîagoguet¶sîlîg n t hrdi ts

original ani better sense-tlie leader of the people ; and to it liasfientets

tliat was 1 ierforiiied of oid by thie tribunes of thie plcbs. Its duty is to safeguaid

tbe rights of tue citizens or to dragooni the citizeinS inito safeguiarding thecir own

riglits. And ini flese ciays of trusts and corporations, tlays, too, of public

own£rslii) atit public control Mien the great industries corne nmore closely home

to the ordinary miani, ami wiicii goveriiiient touches- the citizeîî's life at more

pioints tlîan ever before, additional watchfuincss is needed. Sonîleone niust play

tbe watcbidog and bark wlien tlîiîgs go wrong. Pubiicity serves to, preveiit

couîîtless ilis, if not to cure theni, andi tbrougli its positioni as the agent of

publicity, tue press lias beconie the custodian of public iiiorals, the pioneer of re-

f rini, the sîîur and critic of goveriients. It is even of late atrogatiflg to itself,

tue dluties of an attoriwy-general and cliief Of cletectives. At tin1îýs it cornes dan-

gerouisiy near to acting as judge and jury. At otiiers, it demneans itseif into a

cOnîiion execuitioner andI turns its columns inito a public pillory. And througlî

it alii tiiere lialngs about it sonietbing of the "sacro-sanct" cbaracter of tbe old tri-

bunle. Its pîriviieges arc niany, anti tue restraints t'poil it comnparatively few.

111 Canada, the press lias a pecuiliar duty of its ownl to perforni. We are

a nation in th iiaking, and have as yet, no firni fixed national ideals, no nation-

al type, oniy an iil-defined national sentimient. Split froni the very foundations

of Our nationiîood into a people Of two races, two laîîgtages, txvo religions,

andit (livi<ed ilito an east anti a west, each witlî initerests tiîat miight easily be

Mlade anitagoiistic, we have tlîroWl "Pou Our shiores every year a new popula-

tiOn equal to four per cent. of the )ernient residelits of the country. It is


