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for deatli is better than life. Chirist have mierey !" Andi withi the words on
his lips lie fell.

Men wvho neyer went to chutrch now prayed and died praying. Tlîcy
wvho biad scoffed at tlie piety af thleir ineighibors now died rathcr thati (leIy
the religion of their forefathefs. They who could lie unhîlesitatîngly ta gain
a few paras scorned to tell the lie that would 'grant tlîern if e. So docs danger
mnake heroes of us ail. So do the traditions of our forefathers, which wc
thought dead within uis, rise up in auir hearts and bid uis (lie as they (lied. 1

Torkom took this ail in at a glance and rushed inside bis shop. A few
others followed himi and hie beckoned themn to a trap dloor whic'h led mbt a
cellar. Ptbere, in corners behilhd piles of riîbbisli, they lay Iiid, afraîd ta
brceathe, stifluîîg with agonized energy tbe In stcrical wish to, screarn.

"Soine giaours went iii bere.''
"Nay, there is no mnc inisi(e. Carne, thiere's wor< for lis (41 hre
''\Xith nîy eyes I saw blienli go in, ani( by the l)ear(l of tlîe prauhet blîey

sliall not escape."
"This is the shop of one of those dogs. Searcli it, take alI b li as. The

wealth of a Christian is fair prey for the faitbful, so say au r priests."
"Nay, do not ail leave. Valla! w'lI find tbe (logs . Allahi curses those

xvho tbink only o'f booty and leave their work undonle."
Such were the cries tbe fated nmen beard, as a crowd burst iii close îîîîaîî

tlieir hieels. In the shop everytbing was overburned and ail the gaads were
taken. Not even a needie was left. But witb uinabatcd thirst blîey con-
tinued their searcb. The duili tbud of a club as il fell or the sickeniîîg rip
of a sword at il l)ierce(l a bag and wvas \vit'li(rawli gave terrible testimlonv \
ta tbe lieless perfection af the hutnt. Tlie tral) (bar was fournd. And as if
enda\ve( xvitb tlie scent of Wil(l beasts the Tlurks ruslie(l tliere knawîîîi4
they lbad faundf tlieir prey. Standing abave the IraI) (lar the\ calle(l alouIl
for tliose lielaw ta corne forth.

'Xc (logs and( bree(l of dogs ! Tiîaugbt ye ta escape tlie liand aY.f Allal
Slaves wbo woul(l rab) and slay yaur illasters if vani cauild. Coin forth. \We
kîîow yoil l)y narne ani( wvill find nhcaîîs ta fetch voit out if v ni keep lis
vaitiuig. How wotnl( \ ou like ta humn alive ? It is better ta (lie qîuiekl *thiî to (lie slowly. Allali is inerciful. Coic forth. Wlîo is af the faith-

fui ?",
And sonie onie below, bis nerves uuîstrllng Iw tlie lonig susp)ense, ani

feeling the inevitahleness of bis (looin, crie(l ont, 4'lave iiiercyv ( )Il God,
have nîiercy !"

"Coine then andI w~e shaîl send tlîce ta tbv ( ai. it is bebter ta (lie saoul
blian t) (lie late. Allab i5 urercifuil. C me forth.,

111(11 as i f drawn liv saiRll l)lpiotic inifluence, as thie b ird is att raebed
o0 the snake, anc poor mian an(l tlien aniother camne treunbling ta the laddcr.
m\d as he tried ta uiiotiit the ste;5 lie fell back, a corpsc, ta mnake roon1

1. The Arinenians live in the pnst. their glory lieis there. Since the crusjidem, long9 heforoUoluunhîîs discovered Ameri2a. they have been the victirnm of morcilesq oppremsion. Theycherimh a de"piring hope for better days; to corne, hut few diar, express thaï hope, and noue1now alive expeet to aee that day.
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