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B3ritish sbipbuilders. Some concession to open jup th
empire and to keep the gangwvay clear to Pekin înight fort
thle basis of a barter. IDoes China contain within bierseif th
seeds of resuscitation, or is Britain to înerely aid the Son c
ileaven to 'beconie a more powerfui instrument, or aiiy, fo
the Czar ? On condition that China would throw open al
lier closed ports and allow commercial da iigbt to ther
freely enter, England and Germany would secure her anotite
loan,.cbeapei' Chan Franco l{ussïin financiers.

Impartial lookers-on, and so the bcst judges of thggrame, avow Chat England lias checkmated liu4sia in Chi
latter's proposai to blockade Crete. Eussia and France hav(
now to dry-nurse the Sick Man, and so cannot oppose tia
Christian, the Ilellenic, sinashing-Up of European Turkey
The Ottoman empire, rapidly faiiing to pieces, for the crack.
ing of the ice is omninous everywhere, faits within theaînbi
tion of Russia; only it is coining sooner than she expected,
itud is not prepared for the (lismemibeninent. Slie cannot
even aid tbe IlShadow " tu raise a littie cash, and there is
no corn in Egypt visible. Lord Salisbury bias this time the
bail at bis feet ; before lie utilizes a British ironclad lie
miust see those of other nations present-of Genînany especi-
ally, wiîo fuls the acadernic adviser rôle as usual-aud chat
if bombarding is to be done, England must take ber p recau-
tions Chat none of the six Powers will sait away ab the
psychologieal moment. The lire this time seemns to have
gainced the Balkans. As the Arabs say, the spcaking is now
to the powder. The Egyptian bondholders continue to lie
gioonîy at the contemplated and very iu.siriess-like project
of the Kliedive to convert the national debt into live per cent.
stock. Tt is said the Powers will not permit hini tu so act,
as if any compact could prevent a mian taking up and paying
off bis hbis, as lie lias the optioni to do, wvlien in possession
of the cash. Russia lias been black-balled in the Londonî
Stock Exchiange for autocratically converting a loan froni a
bigher to a lower rate of interest, ai ter binding herseif not to
do so tilt after the lapse of a fixed period. That's not the
case of the Kiiedîve.

The renewed attacks of the Germnan press, ail for the
French gallery, and. Bismnarck's old -lame, fait to dr'jw. Tihe
Gauls sec tliroughi the artifice as plainly as do the Britons.
The former discount it as a rucans to turn aside attention
from Germany's situation, and of ber reported lianding oî erof poor Alsace to Baden, and raising the latter to a king-
domi, like Saxony and Bavaria. It would take a great many
columîîs of Anglopliobian writing to console French patniot-
îsin for tliat Ilnew departure " of the amputated province.
But the French take a good note that Gerînany does niot
drain herseif of men and money to develop ber colonial pos-
sessions wbite sue covers France witlî flowers and envelopes
ber in incense for doing so. IlShe agrees with us in pulling
up Japan ; she approves of us along with Russia understood
-opposingr England in executing Lord Rosebery's Armenian
policy; so far, Chat may be good Samnaritanism, but, if mat
ters came te a hîead, would sbe conitribute the oul and the two
pence by emploving lier ships and ber army ? " You will
neyer eradicate from the mind of a Frencbrnan that au fond
Cermany aîîd -Britain understand each other ; that niay be
inexact. but it is a salutary suspicion. In the coming Euro-
pean war it is possible te guess the grouping of the Powers
at its commencement, but who wouli hazard the combinations
at its close? The gigrantic contest, where the existence of at
least four States will be at stake, is beyond ail bumnan ken.
Ail one can count upen is, that the Power with the longest
purse, and the greatest staying resources, lias the odds iii itsfavour, and that secondary mealins will soon discover lîow to
range tliem4elves bebînd the handle of the broom.

A few faddists are taking sounidings as to tue liaving aconvocation of the IlLatin race." ht would I e wgsli to first
of ai define wlîat is the Latin race, and to bring out a
democrapbic map of the whereabouts of its mecm crs. The
Balkans dlaim to possess the purest brandi of the Latin
family-it is a kind of lost tribe, but the natives speak not
the less the language of ancient Roine, and tlîouguî the
country be mar.shy, the dialeet 19 net Il bog- Latin " The
tlîeory or dboctrine of Il nationalities"-tie (lada of Napoleon
IJJ.-was lus ruin. H1e advocated. it for the Germamis, who
ran t.ogeîlîer ani took hini prisoner, out of gratitude, at
Sedan ; lie tried Latin race planting in Mexico, and was Mon-
roed in dlue course by Juarez and Uncle Sani ; he helped to
unify Italy, and she ended by preferring the Germnmi
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.e To-day France prefers tue Slavs before any otber peopley and
n Greek sympathies have been carried over to Byron's Country'
e men -one returns always to their first love. France ha
,f other fislî to fry tChan patchwork pastinies of race. She 18,
r like Engiand, closely studying, the rapid commercial girOwth

.1of Gerinany. tChat the sîy Teuton has stolenamrc
e tiieni wlîile they wcre bagatelling about the Site valleY'
r Mekong. and the Niger. Now tîîey are on lus tracks, and

intend to niake bimi stand anîd nleliver lus secrets. The
Germran bagman ibas got a big start of them, and i3 welt
seasoned for the race.

Paris is an abonmination of bad smells. The dectOrs
are this time agreed. They recommend people quittlng the
cîty for holidays, and by the timne thev return inthe
Nature will have arranged ail with the groddess yi
Some sanitarians accuse tîte paying water-closets -nr
libre et) prjix fixé-as the cause of, the offensive odours:

Jclosets lut back and lay the cliarg- at the doors-or rather
kitchens-of the multitude of cheap restaurants in ther
vicinity !It is a pretty quarrel as it stands.

Althougb Prince d'Arenberg. the new cliairir of the
Suez Canal Co., be muot an Anglophlist, and wiOl 's
crime, he is an excellent man of."business. Hie is the greât
g-un of the Colonial Expansioisits. The position i8nn
political, and tie big ditch being now inteî.nationalized, he
can neyer place lus legs on its banks, and, Colossus-ofhde
like, compel the British navy to sait under that ufoik
Britain now controls the majority of the shares, and CA"~
conimand t}îe exit and eîîtraîîce of the canal, '~hile ariy
Cairo donkey-boy, with a few cartridges of dynainite,
close it. z

Paris, August 8th, 1896.
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Ste, - Uîider the above headiîîg, in the issue of ''

WEi.,Elc for the 7tli August, you appeaî to be appre"ensv
to tlîe happening of grcat event iitemediate il
but do not seem to be verv certaimn whiere the Wav6 W
start fromn, ncr where it will strike with tue greateSt, fo.rce
The Sigyns of the imes, apart f romn any otlîeî coiider,'tî
denote some impending caliiiiity or calamities of r"'
quietude to he approaching. Si) as not to prolong tliiS

mnaîîd without at present giving elaborate reasO or aeprognostications, I siîîîply assert tChat sonie events hexpected, atnd that soon, out of the ordinary course. nlîistor.v of the wonld shows that aIl iîunan rev0lutWjouvh,convulsions have been prccedcd by, or accomPan'e
striking and unusual natural phenorenia, in heaven %fIdbio
earth. These are noticeable in Pli the continents . As
eartb at the present time. Bu, to come to the question 'th
te the immediate couîing eve('ts, it may be asseî.ted Wl

little doubt that a great war will soon ho iii evidell 0 k
cont ineCht war tliere are and lhave been seriously exp edic,-
diversities of judgmeîît. My view-coîîtrary to MotP Vl
tions I have observed as made-is, that the gret 0ndarilY,
priinarily be bctween Germnany and Russia ; aiid, sec ,b
witli their respective allies, probably, as no, indiOc1,6 Y

prescrit alliances. Gem'many, Austria and ItaîY onte n

si(le and Russia and Ffrance on the ether ou Wil''rîus aIl the great Continental Europeanl nl"til oliOYbe eîige Egadwl obapry. le 1reoilPd,i okeep eut; amîd 1 judge slîe wiIl keep out Of the ning couîflict. Her present attitude is in tChat directon' i liCsuie slîould pursue àt with aIl lier wisdoin auîd energy' trâl
imnîcîheiate occasion of the war wil. i, tliink, be the Cofotbe
Pr~ovinices or l'rincipalities of Europe. One or' ore 6Of
nuinîber wilt l)e the bone of contention. he -Eolperr .i

Germany and Rus-sia do not wislî for the wam', but. oi
corne ; they canumiot prevent it. They are 'iot theIroI-ca'
masters, altlîougli in a sense despotic and tYra 0 the
EmîgIarid will tlieri lie uiiist(ir of tîîe ý,iutnO Egpf
m'est of Africa, of Asia, including China and JP"
amotiier generation, af ter Russia i wnm'sted in this Col ThieY
suie will be, a war witl Ewnmd will le i n fordOer
have been at the' hue of battle in AiglianistnfoO


