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Art ?Notes.

T HE nation siowed a wvise discretion wlien they chose Sir
i Fred rick Leightou as the decorator of those two large

semi-circular panels ini the picture galleries of South Kens-
ington Museumn. The President was not only to lie depenided
upon to excute fine designs, but lie was known te be about
as learned on the subjcct of frescoes-the various processeýs,
and the modes of preparing the wall- as any man in Eng-
land. The process used in thc execution of the South Ken-
singten frescees is rather peculiar. I think it is a spirit
fresco; certainîy it is something new. Thre surfaces of the
two pictures are very deeply granulated; and this, I sliould
say, must have presented a difflculty te the artist. But
Leighton's performance shows him to be as much at home in
mural decoration as hie is in painting an easel picture. In-
deed these panels are only another evidence of the versatility
of this many sidei man to wbom one art seems te be as
natural -a men of expression as another.

Tbe subjects of tihe two frescoes ini the Kensington
Museurn are, respectively, The Arts of Peace and The Arts
of War. In the former the architectural features of the
8cene are muade te conform te thc requirements of the
composition; and it is difficult te decide what Leigliten
mneaut te represent by the semi-circular loggia whichi forms
the background of the picture. But this is oniy another
instance of artists' indeperîdence of the trammels of realiim,
and the design is all the nobler because Leigliton had a f ree
hand in planning what is, I suppose, a verv first rate Grecian
wharf in preciseiy wirat mnanner lie pleased. In the front of
the composition is a boat nianned by a stalwart oarsiian and
laden witli fruit and ail manîrer of merchandise that lent
itself to prettv colouring-. On the marlile gray are groups
Of People cf b;eautiful form and feature who are atteuding- to
their trades-fruit sellitg and th~e pottery îjusiness-and
they are doing it in a leisurely and graceful way. Sonne of
the women have neglected te 'braid their Irair indoors and
are attending te this important rite in the full blaze cf day.
One is partieularly careful to appear at lier best and lias
enlisted the services of a sweet little tiaiden who holds up
a metal mirror ini which the vain geddess sees lier face and
hiair (ail lier own) reficcted. Nothing ceould lie more cliarm-
ing than the disposition cf the groups, the colour, and, in
faet, the whole sentimeunt of the pieture ; but 1 oldi
agille nothiug more irritating to the pedant.

The dramatic quality, as was natural, is mnucli more in-
tell'ce in the Arts cf War than in the pieture we lave just
discussed. The whole toue is darker. Tie composition is
eut in twain by an ominous sliadew. lxi the centre outside
the portcuilisthe lierald, who lias announced the challenge cf
the foc, er wlio is -to carry it to tire fee, is reining in lis
'nettleseme charger. On the lef t cf the foreground a group
Of beautiful wonîcn is seen, seated on the greund, and, with
thread and needle in band, they are performing their last
gOod Offices fer sweethearts and husbands. Tiiese latter are
thrOnging te the r'ight and centre cf the composition; and,
utterîy regardîess cf the tender-hearted pliers of the needle,
tley busY tlemselves with trying the temper f their steel.
bAn eue handsome Young voluptuary who liad net long since

bendying cf the -mii ef peae, now takes a languid inter-
eslr the beauty and fit of a very liandsonre suit cf armour

wîiehabegriued and sturdy littie snrith is rivettiuc' te his
cOrwls p ak and thiglis. An urreenseicus twe-year-old
rawiU a short fliglit cf steps with lrand outstretcied te
tiea cf cat thtis arrang'ing its toile t readesof the bus-tl fteseene around it. Every corner of tire pieture isaliv'e With interest whiclî neyer for a mromnt is heiglitenedIt a scific cf l)eauty and liarmeony cf composition and

E. WyLY GincEi.
Aý paper on tire rrecessity of eucouraging art by legisia-tures ',as i'ead before the Canadian Jnstitute by Mr. T.

1Mow1er-Martinut .C.A. It wvas pointeul eut that the legisla-
tures cf Canada h*ad clriefly encouraged tic art cf architec-
ture and sculpture, and it was clairncd that an amount cf
""'fley in fair proportion te tire sums speut on external dec-
eraticus shouîd lie spent on works cf arts te place on the
W"all within. Mr. Martin sliowed tiat this weuid lie a
gOOd investment fromn a commercial peint cf view,as in every
inlstance the works of deceased Canadian artists hiave
increased in value.

s OME interest is beginning to bie taken iii the municipal
kelections which take place the first of next February.

Our council, by the law passed in 1893, is electcd every
two years. Previous to that date aldermen were elected for
three years and a third of the council retired every yeaî'.
Thisý waq not satisfactory to the people since it lent itself
re.ta ily te the perpetuation of ring rule ; and the Legisiature
was urged te fix the terni of the council for one year and
have an annual election. This the Legisiature would net
do, but fixed upon the two vears terni as a compromise, at
the saine time reducing the represe tation of each ward froni
tbree to two. The Mayor's terni, which had previously been
for one year only, was made synchronous with that of the
council. The present Council is the first under these regu.
lations, and in two rnenths tinie ail its inembers will have
to face their constituents at the saine time, and if the peo-
ple are dissatisfied with theni, as they certainiy should be
in a niajority of cases, tlîey wil] hiave a chance te mnake a
change.

The successor to Mayor Villenenne shouid bie Eniglisi-
speakiney, and a Protestant at that, by virtue of wliat is
known as Ilthe compact " of 1885. This lias no force, how-
ever, except as its reasonableness appeals to the electors
and as, with one exception, it has nieyer been loyaily obeyed
by all parties to it thiere is no certainty that it will this
tinie comîmand enougli support to put a miember of the min-
ority in thre Mayor's chair. The understanding was that
the office shouid be held alternately by En glish and Frenchi,
two years at a time being given to ecd nationaiity. Iiu
1887 whien Sir Johin Abbott wvas cliosen by the English lie
was opposed by Mr. Rainville, but was elected. To hii,
after bis two years terni, succeeded Mr'. Grenier, who, how-
ever, af ter serving two years declined te retire. The French,
however, again showed their loyalty to the understanding
and Mr. Grenier was beaten by James MeShane by some-
thing like five thousand majority. But that weakness wvhich
comes to men ini office of regarding themnselves as indispen-
sable te tihe public overtook Mr. McShane and at the close of
lis two years service lie liad himself put in nomination againi.
He was opposed by Senator Desjardins, and, il; is the best
proof of Mr. McShane's extraordinary popularity withi the
masses, that though bhis candidacy was in defiance of this
understanding and being sucli was oppoàied by every news
paper ini the city lie was beaten by about only onre hundredi
and fifty votes. Mr. Desjardins not offering for re-election.
Mr. Villenenne became the Frenchi candidate in the following
year and was opposed by Mr. McShane whio was again
barely defeated. In both cases Mr. McShane owed his de-
feat to tlie large majorities rolled up aigainst 1dm in the En'--
lish wards. The Englisi, indeed, rcsented bis candidacy
much more than did the Frenich, for they felt that if tihe
compact were once broken by the election of an English-
speaking Mayor, eut of his turn, they would be certain to
pay dearly for it in the near future by being entîrely ex-
cluded from participation ini this houer.

Both French and English have, therefore, slrown their
wisli to have this unwritten law obeyed, and if the Englishi
Protestants put forward a man personally acceptable to the
bctter-class of the Frenchi lie will probably be elected thougli
lie is certain to be opposed by some representative of the
Ccgrab-all " French -Canadian element.

The probable Englishi candidate is Aid. Wilson Smith,
proprietor of tie Insurance Chronicle, who has al] the quali-
fications for the position except that lie is not equally at homne
on both languages as the Mayor of Montreal should be. Mr.
Smnith bhas been in thc Council for three years, and bas beemi
conspienous in bis chanipionship of good causes in that tinre.
Hie lias been the leader of the Reform forces in the Council,
anrd if assiduity to the public interests and valuable services
go for anything lie will be chosen. But these are good and
sufficieut reasous why lie will meet with opposition 'frein
certain quarters. A Frenchi paper gives currency to the
report that H. Montague Allan, the present head of the Sir
Hugli brandi of the Allan family wilI lie the English can-
didate. Mr. Allan's higli social position, great wealth, and
fine eýcecutive ability woul& rnake hlmi a worthy Mayor were
lie to be chosen te the position.

1)3 it b, 1s953.


